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For The Sunday-School Times. 
TAKE COURAGE! 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


Your life may seem a dreary waste, 
With nought to give youjoy, 
And every hope that blooms to-day 

To-morrow may destroy. 

But never yield to grim despair 
Because you do not thrive, 
But fan the courage in your heart, 

And keep the flame alive. 


+» Take courage from another’s skill; 

Take courge, though he fail; 

For perseverance is the thing 
That helps you to prevail. 

Tne coward sits in hopeless state 
His ruin to deplore; 

While courage takes the slighted key, 
And opens every door. 


Take courage! though the way seems dark, 
And storms of wrath descend; 
The peaceful path is just beyond;— . 
You cannot see the end. 
And when these days of pilgrimage 
Touch close on Jordan's shore, 
Ta!:* courage then! for Jesus waits 
) bear you safely o’er. 
> mm oO: 
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ONE HOUR. 


BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 


AKING a little journey the other day, 

I saw, in the space of a single hour, 

three illustrations of the effects of our na- 
tional vice. 

First, an intoxicated man was put off the 
train. When asked for his ticket, he con- 
fessed that he had none, and pretended to 
have no money. The conductor stopped 
the train, and told him that he must leave 
the car. Then the passenger pretended to 
find money in another pocket. It was too 
late, however. The conductor was resolute, 
and the last I saw of the inebriate, he was 
standing on the track shaking his fist in 
impotent wrath at the fast receding train. 

Reaching the station, I saw an intelligent 
looking laboring man moving slowly about, 
who had evidently been injured, and was 
yet lame from the effects of it. Hetold me 
that some months ago he was in the em- 
ploy of the railroad company; and one 
day, seeing a drunken man staggering 
along the track, ‘‘right out yonder, sir,’’ 
and a train approaching, he rushed to the 
rescue and saved the man, but not himself. 
The remorseless wheels crushed his foot, 
and he had been disabled evef since. 

Then I saw a gentleman come out of the 
depot, saying sadly and yet indignantly, 
‘Just look at that! It is a shame that such 
things should be seen in a Christian land.” 
There, on the other side of the depot was a 





woman lying on the ground, muttering in- 
coherently. A litile boy about ten years 
old, with a very sad and troubled face, sat 
by her side watching her. He had found 
a little piece of carpet, and placed it under 
her head, but had nothing with which to 
shelter her from the rain which was begin- 
ning to fall. 

I spoke kindly to him, and asked him 
who she was. ‘‘It’s my mother,’’ he re- 
plied with quivering lips, as he dropped 
his head with shame and sorrow. ‘' What 
is the matter with her?”’ Linquired. ‘‘Sheis 
drunk,’’ he answered, and broke out with a 
bitter cry, which went to every heartamong 
the little circle of spectators. Here he was, 
fifteen miles from home, which seemed to 
him a great distance among strangers, and 
his mother in a state of gross intoxication. 
How I pitied that child. He told me that 
he goes to the Sabbath-school, and named 
the church to which the school belongs. 

The railroad officials were very kind. 
They pitied and admired the boy; and for 
his sake, placed the mother on the train 
and took her home. But how sad it is to 
reflect that hundreds of thousands of our 
people are fast sinking into this same black 
abyss of intemperance, while the world 
seems careless of their fate, and even the 
church too seldom lifts up its voice in warn- 
ing. 
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 


A TEACHER’S EXPERIENCE. 


A YEAR ago in a most unexpected, and, 
I believe, providential manner, I was 
led to take a class of young men in a mis- 
sion school. Their ages ranged from 18 to 
21 years. I felt that I had nothing in my- 
self to rely upon, for I was very young and 
had had but little experience in Sabbath- 
school teaching. I knew that if I would 
carry the ‘glad tidings’’ to these young 
men, I must trust wholly in Jesus for the 
strength and wisdom I felt myself to be 
so utterly wanting in. 

From the time I took tbe class, I felt that 
it was a burden laid upon my heart to bear 
before the Lord in frequent prayer. Anda 
precious burden I have ever found it to be. 

For many months I went regularly to 
my class, and tried every succeeding Sab- 
bath to tell them the story of Jesus’ love; 
but as far as I could see, the seed was 
falling on hard ground. Often have I been 
tempted to give way to discouragement, 
but as often been reminded, by the blessed 
Spirit in my heart, thatour Father has said, 





“Your labor shall not be in vain in the 
Lord.”’ 

At length, after many months, just when 
the Lord saw I was almost ready to give 
up the work into better hands, a member 
of the class came to school one Sabbath, 
his face beaming with the joy that comes 
of pardoned sin. ‘‘ Your prayers are an- 
swered,’’ he said, ‘‘and Iama sinner saved 
by grace.’? It was very precious to me to 
remember that this blessing came soon after 
a morning when I had been constrained to 
pray very earnestly for my dear class. 

Since this young man’s conversion, 
several members of the class have shown 
much serious interest in talking and learn- 
ing of Jesus, and many times I have come 
home cheered and encouraged because I saw 
plainly that the Holy Spirit was doing his 
blessed work in their hearts. Last week 
when one of them looked earnestly in my 
face, and said with much emotion, ‘‘ Oh, 
Miss ——, I would give anything in the 
world to be a Christian,’?’ my heart was 
raised in asong of thanksgiving, for I know 
our heavenly Father does not create this 
longing in our hearts without soon satisfy- 
ing it. Before I left them, I asked that 
they would remember all through the 
week, while at their work and everywhere, 
just this one thing, ‘‘ Jesus loves me.” 


On the last Sabbath when I asked if they 
had thought of this during the week, one 
whose heart it has always seemed as if I 
could not reach, for he is more educated 
and refined than the others, and conse- 
quently very well satisfied with himself, 
said, ‘‘ I’ve been thinking of it pretty much 
all the time, and I’ve been wondering too 
if there is not some way for me to be hap- 
pier than I am now.’”’ Ah, how sweet it 
was to tell him of Jesus, my Saviour, whose 
precious love in our hearts does indeed 
make us happy. I told him that I was 
often tempted to be discouraged, because I 
could not see that my prayers were being 
answered as fully as I longed they should 
be, and that Satan often tried to trouble 
me with the suggestion that my scholars 
would think prayer was of no avail; but 
that now I knew they were being answer- 
ed, and to prove it to them asked one if he 
was not much more desirous to-day of. being 
a Christian, than when he first entered 
the class. He looked earnestly into my 
face and said, ‘‘ Yes, indeed I am,’’ 

Shall any of us give way to discour- 
agement because we cannot see, just now, 
the answers we are longing for? Our 
heavenly Father is faithful, and even if it 
shall be his will never to let us see those 








786 


THE SUNDXY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








= = 


answers, shall we not trusthim? He has 
promised to bless our work for him, and we 
will trust! 

I have been led to write these lines with 
the earnest prayer that they may help some 
dear Sabbath-school teacher who may be 
perhaps, ‘‘ discouraged because of the way.”’ 

Keep on praying and trusting, dear friend, 
for ‘‘in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.’’ And let us remember, too, that our 
loving Father does not want us to go about 
weighed down with asense of the respon- 
sibility of our position. It is indeed a re- 
sponsible one, but it is his work, not ours. 
We are only giving ourselves up to him 
to be the channels for his message to be 
borne to those whom he loves more than 
we do, and whose salvation he desires more 
than we possibly can. For did he not die 
that it might be accomplished ? 

Let us cast our burden at the feet of our 
blessed Saviour, and with earnest, trust- 
ing hearts give ourselves up to be and do 
and say just what he tells us. 

A TEACHER. 
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GOD’S WONDERFUL MACHINERY. 


BY MRS, J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


[* a child were to peer through a keyhole 
at avery complicated piece of machinery, 
how small would be his opportunity of un- 
derstanding its workings. Here area hun- 
dred wheels, moving in apparently con- 
trary directions. Bands and belts in seem- 
ingly endiess confusion, bind the whole 
together, and the noise and jar of the 
movements, seem to add to itsdisorder. Yet 
the result ofit allisan evenly wrought fabric 
of beautiful texture. Every part has per- 
formed its portion of the work with uner- 
ring certainty. The confusion was only 
seeming. The whole complicated working 
was the perfection of order. 


The mysterious workings of Providence 
often-seem to us more difficult to coiapre- 
hend than this wonderful machinery. A 
struggling feeble child of God, who would 
seem to require every loving help to speed 
her on her heavenward way, is surrounded 
by the most adverse influences. Skeptical 
friends try to shake her faith, unkindness 
wounds her sensitive heart, pain and sick- 
ness rack her frame, until those who reason 
as Job’s friends did, would conclude God 
had forsaken her. Yet if we look a little 
longer and a little further on, we shall see 
the beautiful character brought out by this 
very seeming disorder. 


A good Christian work is going on glo- 
riously, when all at once it seems to come 
to a stand still. The wheels seem effec- 
tually clogged for want of means. Or, the 
nation is appalled as by the martyrdom of 
our India missionaries. God seems to have 
forgotten his work, or to have given it over 
to the power of its adversaries. 

Our means of judging of his works are 
more limited than the child’s, peering at 
the vast machinery, and our capability of 
understanding his grand designs far less 
than the child’s power of understanding 





the use of those divers wheels and rods 
and belts. 

But what a comfort it is that God does 
not require us to understand them. He 
only asks us to trustin him. That is suffi- 
cient for us. We need not adjust any of 
the difficulties in his Providence. No doubt 
in the next world we shall see many of 
these wonders explained, and shall adore 
the marvellous wisdom and love that or- 
dered and overruled the whole. 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
I WISH MY TEACHER WOULD KISS ME, 


O, not long since, said a dear little girl, 
who being on a visit was placed for 
a day in the class of a very pleasant teacher. 
She was interested in the lessonand expla- 
nations, answered brightly and intelligent- 
ly,-and when she was going away, the 
teacher told her that she was glad to have 
had her in her circle, and kissed her. 

‘‘That was a very kind teacher, Aunt 
Martha,”’ said the child, as she tripped 
homeward, ‘‘I wish my teacher would 
kiss me!”’ 

Sometimes a teacher has a scholar in the 
class for weeks and months, without think- 
ing how perhaps the little heart is longing 
for a soft word, a caress, a kiss. There is 
something very sweet about the possessive 
‘*my teacher.’’ In the child’s world, a few 
people form the central pivots on which 
affairs in general revolve. A boy quotes 
‘*my father,’’ as one should speak of the 
supreme court, or the president. ‘'My 
mother,’’ with the child stands for all that 
is unassaileble as right and true. ‘‘ My 


‘teacher,’”’ is said with a delightful sense of 


ownership. 

Sometimes a bashful child would be made 
happy for the hour by a kiss or a pat on 
the head. 

‘*My teacher didn’t come to-day. We 
were so glad! Mr, P—— taught us,’’ said 
a little boy to his mother. 

‘* And why do you like Mr. P—— ?”’ 

‘¢ Oh, because he is all in earnest, and he 
seems to love the boys so much.”’ 

There is a great deal in a fortunate man- 
ner. IANTHE. 


=: o_—_—_- 


OFFENCES AGAINST CHILDHOOD.—The 
Rev. T. M. Eddy, D. D. has just preached 
an eloquent sermon on this subject in the 
Metropolitan Methodist church, Washing- 
ton, D.C. The New York Christian Ad- 
vocate copies its peroration from advance 
sheets, as follows: 


But I seein successive ages of the Church 
various duties made clear by providential 
indications. If I read aright, God calls the 
Church of this decade to the work of child- 
hood-conversion and Christian childhood- 
culture. Thesubject engrosses the thoughts 
of venerable Bishops, eminent theologians, 
and practical laymen. Thanks be to God, 
we see’ noble, educated young ministers 
willing to be counted fools for Christ’s sake 
if they may save his dear littleones. The 
heart of the Church feels a throb and stirs 
with a pulse of new life, and I am almost 
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ready to prophecy that before the coming 
of 1880 there will be a revolution through- 
out Zion; that children will be hailed as 
born expressly for the service of Christ; 
that religious men will see that they are, 
from the first, wards of the Church. They 
inherit a nature fallen in the first Adam, 
but redeemed in the second, and such Chris- 
tian culture must surround and train them 
that their hearts shall decide for Christ in 
the first act of conscious choice; that Chris- 
tian influence shall be made stronger than 
diabolic. It is to be the aim of Zion to se- 
cure the following of Christat the first call, 
Or, failing this, the sanctified energy of the 
Church will be bent to recover them early, 
ere years ofsin have hardened them against, 
and unfitted them for, the service of Christ. 

To save them from sin, to rescue them 
when they sin—this is becoming the aim 
of the Church. Through our mistakes and 
failures, through our miscalculations, God 
is helping us onward. This is the prob- 
lem of our age and of the Church of our 
time. This solved, and solved it will be; 
the true methods for childhood conversion 
ascertained, and they will be; the true 
Christian nurture set in controlling opera- 
tion, as it surely shall be; the mountain 
difficulties removed, the valley difficulties 
filled up—then cometh the glory seen by 
seer and saint. Then dismal war shall end; 
social wrong shall perish ; the echoes of the 
millennial song shall break upon our moun- 
tain sides and swell over our prairie crests, 
and saved childhood shall take up the song 
of a saved world. God speed it! 


iM as cacaersteaeaneiaraial 
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THE NOBLE ARMY OF MARTYRS, 


BY MRS, M. E, SANGSTER. 


WE forget too often in these happy days, 

when freedom of thought and of 
opinion are possessed by all in the widest 
extent, that the religious liberty which is 
ours has not always existed. The path of 
the church through the ages is a path of 
blood and fire. From the days when they 
stoned Stephen, looking up into the opened 
heaven with its light upon his face, to our 
own day, in which men havedied for Jesus 
in Madagascar and Siam, there have never 
been wanting numbers to swell the noble 
army of martyrs. Again and again has 
the sword of persecution been unsheathed, 
and the hills and plains of this fair world 
been drenched with the blood of Christ’s 
witnesses. In Italy, in Spain, in France, 
in the Netherlands, in England and Scot- 
land, by hundreds and thousands, men and 
women, matrons and maids, venerable fa- 
thers and tender infants, have suffered tor- 
ture and burning and dungeon-damps and 
darkness, and death in its most terrific 
forms, for Jesus. ‘‘ Fear not them which 
kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do,’’ said our Saviour, and it 
would seem that thousands saw it written 
like a golden legend on their prison walls, 
and over the flames, for so undauntedly did 
they bear themselves. That hardest thing, 
the seeing those we love in suffering and 
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peril, without the power to aid or relieve 
them, was done bravely by devoted wives 
and daughters. One misty May morning 
in 1685, Claverhouse and his dragoons rode 
up to a cottage in Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
The father of the family, going to his work 
in the fields, spade in hand, was arrested, 
questioned concerning his faith, given a 
brief moment fora dying prayer and a fare- 
well to wife and weans, then shot and 
stretched a bleeding corpse on the green 
before the doo?. 

‘What do you think of him now?’ de- 
manded the murderer of the woman his act 
had made a widow. 

‘*T ever thought much of him,” she re- 
plied, ‘‘and now more than ever,’’ and as 
the sound of the horses’ feet died away on 
the moor, she straightened his poor limbs, 
covered him with her plaid, and sitting by 
him, wept her tears of loneliness and grief. 
That was a half-hour’s work, not quite two 
hundred years ago. ! 

Ah! children, think of it! Here we are, 
parents, teachers, friends, begging you 
every week to come to Jesus. If you will 
only come, we will be glad and rejoice over 
you. No firesof persecution bar your way. 
No prison door can immure you from the 
light. The way is open, and all you have 
to do isto walk init. But once it was thick 
with spear-points and hot with burning 
coals, and red with life-blood, and then, it 
would seem that even boys and girls needed 
no urging toenterit. For Jesus’ sake! was 
a rallying cry that made them haste to his 
standard, in the face of the most terrible 
dangers. Will you not come now to the 
same Saviour, who will as surely be your 
Friend as he was the Friend of the mar- 
tyred host, of whom the world was not 
worthy. 

Teachers, let us keepin mind the mar- 
tyr-roll of the church. Let us show our 
classes how precious this word of God has 
seemed in other days. Let us remember 
that in the presence of our beloved Saviour 
there is, to-day, a great multitude who, 
through great tribulation, have entered 
into the kingdom. 


—————_— <> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE POWER OF A WORD. 


A POOR woman was being fitted with a 
pair of shoes one day at the Five Points 
House of Industry in New York, when the 
man who was attending to her case, re- 
marked, 

‘* You would do much better to save the 
money you spend in liquor, and put it in 
the Savings Bank.”’ 

He thought no more about it, but not 
long ago the woman came to him, and 
drawing a bank-book from her bosom, 
showed him the certificate for fifty dollars 
which she had deposited in it. 

‘You did good when you gave me that 
advice,” she said, ‘if you never did be- 
fore.” 

Such often is the power for good or evil 
of our most unremembered words. 

A good woman passing a saloon saw a 
young man thrust out by the keeper, and 





o blinded was he with rage that he did nots 
see the lady until she laid her hand on his 
arm, and asked in a gentle voice what was 
the matter. 

A thunderbolt from a clear sky, could not 
have startled the young man more, than 
did those few gentle words from a motherly 
heart. Trembling from head to foot, and 
very pale, he looked at her a moment, then 
said, 

‘T thought it was my mother’s voice. It 
was strangely like it. But she has been 
dead for many a year.”’ 

‘You had then a mother that loved you.”’ 

Ab, whata flood of memories these words 
brought up. A few kind words more were 
spoken, words of hope and courage and 
cheer that he might still make himself 
what that mother wished, and then they 
parted. But the whole currentof the young 
man’s life was changed from that moment. 
In after years she met a noble, Christian 
man whose life was a blessing to many, 
and learned from his lips that it was the 
youth whom her kind words had saved. 

Here is a means of doing good open to 
all. Then who would be sparing of such 
good seed, when such glorious harvests 
may be the result ? 

—- ——— <m 
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IS THIS ALL? 


Sometimes I catch sweet glimpses of His face, 
But that is all. 

Sometimes He looks on me, and seems to smile, 
But that is all. 

Sometimes He speaks a passing word of peace, 
But that is all, 

Sometimes I think I hear His loving voice 
Upon me call. 


And is this all He meant when thus He spoke, 
“Come unto me”? 

Is there no deeper, more enduring rest 
In Him for thee? 

Is there no steadier light for thee in Him? 
Oh, come and see! 


Oh, come and see! Oh, look, and look again! 
All shall be right; 

Oh, taste His love, and see that it is good, 
Thou child of night! 

Oh, trust thou, trust thou in His grace and power} 
Then all is bright. 


Nay, do not wrong Him by thy heavy thoughts, 
But love His love. 

Do thou full justice to His tenderness, 
His mercy prove; 

Take Him for what He is; Oh, take Him all, 
And look above! 


Then shall thy tossing soul find anchorage 
And steadfast peace; 

Thy love shall rest on His; thy weary doubts 
Forever eease, 

Thy heart shall find in Him and in His grace, 
Its rest and bliss! 


Christ and His love shall be thy blessed all 
Forevermore! 
Christ and His light shall shine on all thy ways 
Forevermore! 
Christ and His peace shall keep thy troubled soul! 
Forevermore! 
—Horatius Bonar. 


, ————_~ > ————__—— 

I Want You!—What did the Master 
mean when he saw the tax-gatherer and 
said, ‘‘ Come, follow me;’’ and when the 
other said, ‘‘ Let me go and bury my fa- 
ther,’”’ still ‘‘Come, follow me”? It didn’t 
matter, the necessity nor the exactness of 





the demand, it was ‘‘Come, follow me.” 
Running through the studio and study, 
through office and mart, through legisla- 
tive hall and the streets, is still that ery, 
“Come, follow me.” I want not your 
‘‘Amen,’’? I want not your substitute, I 
don’t want your ten per cent., J want you! 


—— > 


WHY DON'T HE SAY YOURE WELCOME? 


A GENTLE loving mother sat sewing 

by her window overlooking a pleasant 

garden where her little girls were at play. 

Presently the younger one, Lucy, espied 

a large wood-pile which her father had 

been laying up for winter use, when the 
following conversation took place: 

Lucy.—‘'Oh, Nellie! look at that big 
pile of wood. Who give it to us?” 

Nellie.—‘' Why God did to besure. Mam- 
ma says he gives us everything.”’ 

Lucy.—‘' Did he? Well, tank-ee, God, 
tank-ee.’?’ Then after a short pause as if 
waiting for something, she asked, ‘' Nellie, 
can God hear us when we spe. to him ?”’ 

Nellie.—‘‘ Of course he can.” 

Lucy.—‘‘ Well, why don’t he say, yow’re 
welcome ?” 

The mother heard them, and calling 
them to her, folded them in her arms, 
while she told them of God’s loving care, 
how he takes care even of sparrows, and 
hears the ravens when they cry; but that 
although he hears our thanks and loves to 
have us thank him, yet he does not speak to 
us as we do to each other. 

The little ones believed dear mamma, ace 
cepted the explanation, and went out to 
play again with their faith in the dear God 
unshaken.— The Christian Union. 
=_ 

SuutT Tuy Door.—I feel all that I know 
and all that I teach will do nothing for my 
soul if I spend my time, as some peopie do, 
in business or company. My soul starves 
to death in the best company, and God is 
often lost in prayers and ordinances. 
‘Enter into thy closet,’’ said he, and ‘‘shut 
thy door.’’ Some words in Scripture are 
very emphatical. ‘‘Shut thy door’? means 
much: it means, shut out, not only non- 
sense but business; not only the company 
abroad, but the company at home; it 
means, let thy poor soul have a little rest 
and refreshment, and God have oppor- 
tunity tospeak to thee in astill, small voice, 
or he will speak to thee in thunder.— Cecil. 

sis Sulla dp ae 

DIVINE SHELTER.—Somewhere in the 
East there is a tree which is a non-con- 
ductor of electricity. The people know it, 
and when a storm comes they flee towards 
it for safety. Beautiful picture of the Sa- 
viour! Beautiful emblem of the tree on 
Calvary! It isa non-conductor of wrath. 
Get underneath it, and you are safe—safe 
forever.—Rev. Thomas Jones. 

‘HERE am I,’’ said Mr. Cecil on his 
death-bed, ‘‘ leaving this world likea miser; 
he counts over his wealth, so do I mine; 
but here is the difference: his riches are to 
be left behind, but mine I am going to 
possess.’? 
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Publishers’ Dotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





List of Lessons for 1871.—All schools de- 
siring to use a uniform course of lessons for 
the coming year should send for specimen 
copies of our List of Lessons for 1871. It will 
be found to embrace topies of peculiar interest, 
carefully arranged, so as to present in regular 
order some of the most impressive lessons in 
the life of our Lord. 100 copies of the List by 
mail for 25 cents; sample on receipt of stamp 
for postage. 

Subscribers for 1871.—We hope that all our 
present patrons will have the kindness to make 
mention of our paper to their friends, and aid 
us in extending the circulation of The Sunday- 
School Times. Please examine the prospectus 
on page 800, and instruct us how to send sam- 
ple copies to circulate among your acquaint- 


ance. 
ee 


“ WILD-CAT RIDGE.” 


$6 ILLIAM, we must organize a Sab- 
bath-school here.”’ 

William looked at his father, as much 
amazed as though he had proposed opening 
a Sabbath-school in the planet Jupiter; for 
they were riding through the roughest re- 
gion in all Northern Missouri, where the 
scattered inhabitants seemed to be any- 
thing but Sabbath-school scholars. ° 

“So much the more we must organize a 
Sabbath-school here,’’ repeated Mr. Claflin, 
answering his son’s look. 

‘* Yes, father,’’ repeated William. ‘I'll 
ride around this afternoon. But I haven’t 
faith as a grain of mustard-seed.”’ 

Directly after dinner, the young man 
started on thelittle Indian ‘‘ Sabbath-school 
pony.’’ The first house he came upon was 
a ‘‘double’’ log-cabin. A narrow hall ran 
through it, with a room upon each side; 
one room serving as the family bed-room, 
parlor and kitchen; and the other as a 
grocery and post-office. The proprietor 
stood in the open door, dressed in a suit of 
bear-skin, with a pipe in his mouth, and 
his hands in his pockets, looking, as he 
was, like the great man of the region. 

“*T am glad I have found you at home, 
Mr. Pigslaff,’’ began Mr. William with the 
air of one in earnest, and who had no time 
to lose. ‘‘ You must be doing something 
here on the Ridge for your young folks. 
Your people must start a Sabbath-school, 
and you must be the superintendent.”’ 

Mr. Pigslaff took his hands from his 
pockets and his pipe from his mouth, and 
stared at the speaker. ‘‘ What are you a 
talking about, stranger?’ said he. ‘‘ Our 
folks won’t start a Sabbath-school; and, if 
they did, they wouldn’t have me for super- 
intendent.’’ 

‘* You will promise to serve if they will, 
then?’’ persisted Mr. William. 

‘“*T’ll be safe enough in giving my word 
for that,’’ replied Mr. Pigslaff. ‘‘ Yes, 
stranger, I will.”’ 

“That is right. We are going to organ- 
ize at the schoolhouse to-night, at half- 
past six. Be onhand punctually,’’ return- 
ed Mr, William, starting up his pony. 
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He rode on until sundown, climbing 
every hill and dipping into every hollow 
to give the notice to the wild dwellers in 
each cabin and shanty for miles around. 
And, by half-past six, the roomy slab school- 
house was full of these half-savage moun- 
taineers. They brought their guns and 
their dogs in order to hunt on the way home 
again, and, stacking their guns in one 
corner, left the dogs outside. 

But the dogs, like the dogs of Dr. Watts’s 
day, delighted in barking and biting, in- 
stead of behaving as Sunday-school dogs 
should. Presently they got into a general 
fight; and, as fast as one was whipped, he 
ran whimpering and limping tothe school- 
house; so somebody had to guard the door, 
and throw them out as fast as they came 
in. In spite of these interruptions, the 
Sabbath-school was organized, however, 
with Mr. Pigslaff—to his astonishment, 
and the astonishment of everybody else— 
as superintendent. 


The travelers went their way, and heard 
no more from this little seed planted in the 
wilderness during several years. Then 
they came in the neighborhood of Wild-cat 
Ridge again; and, not very far from the 
old slab schoolhouse, they saw a man hoe- 
ing in a potato-field by the roadside. 

‘*Your potatoes are looking very well, 
my friend,’’ said Mr. Claflin, drawing his 
rein. 

The man shook his head. 

‘‘They are a mighty little potater. I 
made a mistake in my seed,’’ said he, lean- 
ing on his hoe, and shading his eyes with 
his hand the better to see the speaker. 
‘*Oh !” he added suddenly, ‘‘ maybe, stran- 
ger, you mought be the man what started 
aSunday-school over here at the Ridgea 
spell of time ago ?”’ 

‘“We had that pleasure,” replied Mr. 
Claflin. ‘‘ How did it succeed ?”’ 


“Stranger, you wouldn’t know the Ridge 
to-day ; and it’s all along ofthat ere school,” 
replied the man earnestly. ‘‘ Yes, sir, I’ll 
tell you about it, an’ you will. There was 
some wrangling at first. Them uns that 
never paid a penny of taxes in their lives 
eried out ag’in’ using the public property 
that’ere way. Them uns had votes; though 
they were powerful weak everyhow else. 
So the Sabbath-school uns gives up the 
school-house, and goes off to the covered 
bridge over Fox Creek that was shut up 
for repairs that summer. But, when it got 
too cold for that, the school had to go into 
winter-quarters. Come next summer, the 
bridge was open, and couldn’t be had; so 
they hardly knew where they would get. 
But, finaliy, the Sabbath-school met under 
a big ellum-tree; and, before another win- 
ter, I tell ye, stranger, they had a most 
powerful visitation. It broke out just after 
the death of little Ednetta Outgalt. She’d 
got religion somehow at the school (it must 
have been through the leadings of the 
Spirit, for the teachers wa’n’t none of them 
pious) ; and, when she was took sick, she 
wanted them to send for Mr. Pigslaff, be- 
ing he was the superintendent. When he 
got to Outgalt’s shanty, there she lay 





a-dying, with her father standing, looking 
like Death itself, at the foot of the bed, and 
her mother a-bending and a-working over 
her. Pigslaff felt, I s’pose, as though he 
kind o’ ought to say something pious. So 
says he, ‘ Are you willing to die, Ednetta? 
And she looked him full in the face, with 
her eyes already beginning to glaze, and 
said, ‘ No, sir: I am not!’ He was startled 
at that, and didn’t know what to say; 
when little Ednetta put up her thin finger, 
and beckoned to her father. He came 
around and took her hand in his, and 
‘Father,’ said she; then, ‘Father, will you 
come to Jesus? Will you meet me in 
heaven? May I expect you, and watch for 
you at the gate ?’ 

‘‘Outgalt and his wife had always been 
opposed; but Ednetta was an only child, 
and like the apple of the eye tothem. And, 
when she shook off Death, as it were, fora 
few moments, to plead with them for their 
lives, with her poor little white lips begin- 
ning to stiffen a’ready, they couldn’t hold 
out ag’in’ her. So they both promised 
they’d get religion; and Pigslaff promised 
too. And that wasthe starting ofageneral 
revival-time. And I’ll tell ye what, stran- 
ger; before winter, the Ridge folks had 
built the purtiest meeting-house in all 
Northern Missouri. They’ve got a preacher 
too, a right smart man; and there a’n’ta 
family in the parts but what attends meet- 
ing now just as regular as the Sunday 
comes. You never saw a place so changed; 
and it is you, with your Sunday-school and 
your tract-books, they have to thank.”’ 

Tears of gratitude and joy filled Mr. Claf- 
lin’s eyes. 

‘“‘T have planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the increase,’’ said he. 

‘“‘Father,’’ said William as they drove 
away, ‘‘I did think starting a Sunday- 
school under such circumstances, without 
a single religious person to look after it, a 
very foolish thing to do; but God has re- 
buked my want of faith in the power of his 
Word alone, by adding his blessing to it.’’— 
The Christian Banner. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


SWIFT RETRIBUTION. 


T is hard to realize the lengths to which 
a band of unbelievers will sometimes go 
in their defiance of God. 

The town of New Ulm,in Minnesota, 
it is said, was founded by such a class of 
settlers. The original owners stipulated 
that no church should ever be built in the 
town-plot on penalty of its reversion to the 
original owners. The settlers threatened 
to hang or drown in the river any preacher 
of Christ who should dare to come there 
and disturb them. One Sabbath day the 
last drop seemed added to their cup of 
wickedness. In addition to their Sabbath 
dancing and drinking, they resolved to add 
one new feature to the day’s amusement. 
The Lord Jesus was burned in effigy in the 
public street, amidst boisterous mirth and 
shouts of derision! One is reminded of 
that scene, over athousand years ago, when 
a similar rabble surrounded the Saviour of 
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men. No Wonder that terrible retribution 
came upon them as upon the Jewish na- 
tion. That very week the wild Indians 
assaulted the town and laid it in ashes, cap- 
turing or slaughtering many of its inhabi- 
tants, Strangely enough the dance-hall 
escaped destruction, and here a little band 
of praying soldiers, stationed to keep the 
place used to hold their prayer-meetings. 
Christ was honored where he had once 
been scorned, and the mutilated forms of 
the poor scoffers were sleeping under the 
sods of the prairie. The triumphing of the 
wicked is always short. God often brings 
swift retribution upon them, even in this 
life, to show to the world his might asa 
sovereign, who will not leave the evil-doer 
unpunished. And yet what a faint type of 
the retribution of the next world! 


Such skeptical communities are not un- 
common in our western country, though 
hostility to the gospel may not be so openly 
expressed. The Sunday-school must, in 
almost every case, be the pioneer, to pre- 
pare the way for the church. If we can 
gather the children in, the good leaven will 
work its way into the masses. Let us work 
and pray and give of our substance to ad- 
vance this work and extend its influence 
by every possible‘means. A good, stirring 
Sunday-school paper, sent regularly to 
some one in such a place, may often be the 
“‘missionary’”’ to establish the Sunday- 
school itself. 


> <-> -— 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


FRENCH ROMANCES, 


i. is said that the great prevalence of 

suicide in France is largely due to her 
romances. A celebrated cardinal, in a de- 
bate in the Senate, spoke of this evil in the 
strongest terms. Every evening he said 
the vans that took home from Paris the 
villagers who had spent the day in the city, 
were filled with youths devouring eagerly 
some highly-wrought, exciting tale. ‘‘ They 
soon displayed all the symptoms of mental 
dram-drinking. They became listless at 
their work. They livedin a world of imagi- 
nation ; the real world was intolerable to 
them, and in the more aggravated cases 
they did not hesitate to make their exit 
from it.’?’ According to the cardinal’s 
statement there were over ten self-murders 
a day in France. 

If matters are not carried to such an ex- 
treme as suicide with us, do we not see 
many whose lives are almost as useless as 
the dead, in consequence of this ‘‘ mental 
dram-drinking?’?’ The graver evils which 
follow in the train of the lower deeps of 
this class of reading, are familiar to all 
thoughtful observers. But the more re- 
spectable novels and magazineserials which 
lie on our: tables, have poison enough in 
them to destroy the souls of our children, 
and ruin their prospects of happiness or 
usefulness here. 

Mr. Beeeher, in speaking of the French 
novels with which our country is flooded, 
denounces ‘‘the wretches, who could be 
found to open these foreign seals, and let 





out their plagues upon us. It were a mercy 
to this, to import serpents from Africa and 
pour them outin our prairies; and lions 
from Asia, and let them loose in our forests ; 
lizards and scorpions, and black tarantulas 
from the Indias, and put them in our gar- 
dens.’? Who would desire to meddle with 
anything so pernicious, who would not 
strive to keep them from the hands and 
hearts of their children? If this poison of 
bad books so abounds, how thankful we 
ought to be that its antidote is also close at 
hand. Good books are as abundant and as 
cheap. Pre-empt the ground of the child’s 
mind with a taste for good books; books 
that give him new ideas and stirring 
thoughts for which he is perpetually hun- 
gering, and he will have little interest in 
high wrought fiction. But one novel may 
spoil this taste. Most true in this case is 
the old adage, ‘‘One day’s seeding, seven 
year’s weeding.’’? Onlya miracle of grace 
can change a heart that has been thus cor- 
rupted and enervated, and give it a taste 
for that which is true and holy. 
> <> 
Seleeted for The Sunday-School Times,J 
NOTHING TO DO. 


“Nothing to do!” in this world of ours, 
Where weeds spring up with fairest flowers, 
Where smiles have only a fitful play, 
Where hearts are breaking every day! 





‘‘Nothing to do!” thou Christian soul, 
Wrapping thee round in thy selfish stole; 
Off with the garments of sloth and sin, 
Christ thy Lord hath a kingdom to win, 


‘*Nothing to do!” There are prayérs to lay 
On the altar of incense, day by day; 

There are foes to meet within and without, 
There is error to conquer, strong and stout. 


“Nothing todo?” There are minds to teach 
The simplest form of Christian speech; 
There are hearts to lure with loving wile, 
From the grimest haunts of Sin’s defile, 


‘‘Nothing todo!’’ There are lambs to feed, 
The precious hope of the Church’s need; 
Strength to be borne to the wexk and faint, 
Vigils to keep with the doubting saint. 


“ Nothing to do!” and thy Saviour said, 
‘Follow thou Me, in the path I tread.” 
Lord, lend Thy help the Journey through, 
Lest faint, we cry, ‘‘So much to do.” 

— The Nation, 
<-> oO 


Constancy in Teachers. 


MONG the minor virtues which should 
characterize the teacher, that of con- 
stancy to duty ought to rank as one of the 
chief. No teacher, however well adapted 
otherwise to his task, can hope for thorough 
success,.if every few Sundays his place in 
the elass is vacant, or filled by a stranger. 
In the first place, the effect of such irre- 
gularity upon the minds of the children is 
altogether bad. It has a direct tendency to 
foster the habit of inconstancy in them, 
leading them on the flimsiest pretexts to 
absent themselves from the school. But 
even if this does not result—if the bad ex- 
ample of the teacher does not produce its 
legitimate fruit—his frequent absence can 
hardly fail toimpress the scholars with the 
idea that their teacher is not so much in 
earnest as he pretends to be, or he would 








be more regular in his attendance and 
teaching. Then, too, it seems to imply a 
lack of interest in the class on the part of 
the teacher—an impression fatal to his in- 
fluence over the minds of his critical young 
charge. 

Again, the effect ofa habit of inconstancy 
in Christian labor is most pernicious on the 
character of him who is guilty of it. It is 
soin all labor: but pre-eminently soin Sun- 
day-school and other Christian work. 
Fickleness in the performance of known 
duty, where such tremendous consequences 
are involved, will almost inevitably breed 
an unfixed habit of thought and action, 
extremely detrimental to piety. But be- 
sides this, its general influence on the cha- 
racter is altogether hurtful. The man who 
has contracted a habit of inconstancy can 
never depend ou himself, nor can any one 
else depend on him, for the execution of 
any important trust. One never knows 
‘*where to find him,” 

In contrast with this, how praiseworthy 
is the teacher who is always at his post, 
always faithful to the high duty he has en- 
gaged to perform. His scholars and the 
superintendent know what to depend on. 
Rain or shine, there he is, ready to do his 
work, whoever else may fail. Only sick- 
ness or other unavoidable providence can 
keep him from his post. Can such an ex- 
ample fail of its effect on the habits and in- 
terest of the scholars? They will see, by 
the constant presence of their teacher, that 
he is in earnest in the labor he has under- 
taken for their good. They will be pleased 
by his interest in them ; andif other things 
are at all equal—if the teacher is kind, 
loving, sincere in word and act, apt to 
teach, as well as constant—his power over 
their young hearts will be great and for- 
mative. He will be able, by God’s grace, 
to mould their characters to the image of 
holiness and truth. 

Let no teacher, then, neglect the cultiva- 
tion of this important virtue. Beconstant, 
and constant on principle. Allow no petty 
excuse, of inclination or convenience, to 
prevent attendance in the class. Set an 
example of regularity. And then, being 
otherwise faithful, regularity and interest 
may be expected by the teacher on the part 
of the scholars.—New York Examiner and 
Chronicle. 
oe 

CONSECRATION.—Pious Gotthold made 
this bequest: ‘‘I nominate Jesus as my 
only eir. I now bequeath tohim my soul, 
my * nily, my relatives, and my acquain- 
tances that he may adopt, keep, and provide 





‘forthe Aby his mighty poweruntosalvation. 


The residue of my estate I entrust to his 
holy counsel and will, that he may do with 
it as he listeth, to the advancement of his 
glory.”’ 





BEWARE you are not swallowed up in 
hooks. An ounce of love is worth a pound 
of knowledge. What is the real value ofa 
thing but the price it will bring in eternity ? 
Let no study swallow up, or intrench upon, 
the hours of private prayer.—Advice to a 
Student. 
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Weekly Besson. 


LESSON No. 51. 








(f'o:: Sunday, December 18, 1870.) 


SUBJECT: The Walk on the Water: 
Without Me Ye Can Do Nothing. 


or, 


Read MATTHEW 4: 22-36. 

Compare MARK 6: 45-56. 

Learn PSALM 37: 28, 24; Ist Cor. 10: 12; 
PHILL,. 4: 13. 

MOTTO: 


O thou of little faith, Wherefore didst 
thou doubt? 


TO THE TEACHER. 


HE narrh&tive part of this Lesson is, of course, 
familiar and easy; but, as in similar cases, it 
should on this account be all the more carefully 
made the vehicle of imparting spiritual instruc- 
tion. Todoso effectively, it is necessary to exa- 
mine what the incidents of that eventful night 
taught the disciples, so that the practical lessons 
we draw may flow spontaneously from the narra- 
tive. Now the disciples, just at that time, espe- 
cially needed to be taught two things, viz., (1) their 
entire dependence upon Christ, lest they should be 
‘‘exalted above measure” by their miraculous 
power; (2) in what the real glory of Christ con- 
sisted, lest they should be carried away by the 
popular notions of an earthly kingdom. The se- 
cond of these points is introduced in the Sketch 
only incidentally, yet it should not be wholly 
omitted. The first, in its two-fold aspect, supplies 
t he two leading lines of thought which the Sketch 
suggests. 

The method of application is but meagrely indi- 
cated below, for want of space. No teacher will 
find any difficulty in applying the first of the two 
points; but the second requires some consideration 
of the particular circumstances and surroundings 
of the individual scholars. To give one example 
of the way in which it would work out:—A boy, 
kindled with an eager (though perhaps temporary) 
desire to act with perfect uprightness, exemplary 
gentleness, or steadfast self-denial—in a word, to 
be like Christ—will find, as Peter found, that, 
though the first step is not difficult, the subsequent 
ones are extremely so. What is the remedy—what 
the secret of strength? To keep the thoughts (eyes 
of the mind and heart) fixed upon Him whose 


eyes are watching us. e 


SKETCH OF LESSON. 


What must those 5,000 have felt as they rose up 
after their ample meal? They have seen Jesus 
heal sick people—He has done so to-day (verse 14) 
—but now every man feels that a miracle has been 
done for himself—he was hungry, he is satisfied—it 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 





the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. } 






comes home to each one. Think of the wondering 
looks, excited talk, amazement, as the Apostles 
bring together the ‘‘twelve baskets full” of re- 
mains of what did not exist three hours before! They 
remember how the hungry Israelites in the wil- 
derness were fed with “bread from heaven” (see 
John 6; 31)—‘and did not Moses (Deut. 18: 15) speak 
of a Prophet whom God would send, like unto him? 
surely this is that Prophet!” (See John 6: 14, 15.) 
All the morning He had talked to them of the 
coming “kingdom” (Luke 9: 11)—“‘ He shall be our 
king,” they cry—‘To Jerusalem! proclaim Him 
king at the great feast (John 6: 4)—away with the 
murderer of John, and with the hated Pilate!” 


But the Apostles would know better, surely, and 
calm the people? No, it seems not; (see verse 22)— 


‘Jesus has to send them away (and then they will 


hardly go—He has to “constrain” them), before He 
can disperse the people. They are more excited 
than ever—have been able to work miracles [last 
Lesson]—to-day have been distributing bread 
never grown, reaped, threshed, ground, or baked— 
and now at last the people will receive their King 
—surely the great time of glory is at hand! 

That distribution should have taught them 
something [last Lesson]; but now Jesus will give 
them a more solemn lesson, of their weakness, and 
of His glory—His real glory, not the false glory 
they would thruston Him. That same night He 
did so; see how, 


I. How CuHrRist Looks Upon His SErR- 
VANTS. [Read ver, 22-25.] 


It is getting dark. With heavy and perplexed 
hearts Peter and his comrades go on board their 
boat. Fora while they linger near the shore, in 
hopes of Jesus coming down to them (John 6: 17); 
but the wind and sea are rising—if they are to get 
across they must start at once—and they cannot 
disobey His express orders, 

Look again at them some hours after—the night 
almost gone [see Note 3]—and they still in middle of 
lake, tossed about with winds and waves—striving 
in vain toreach the shore. How well they must 
remember that other night when they were nearly 
lost! [Lesson 42.] Ah, but then Jesus was with 
them—and what did He do for them?—but now 
(they think) He is out of the reach of their cries, 
What, then, makes them dejected?—the furious 
wind, roaring sea, long, weary night ?—Something 
more than all this—their Master's absence. They 
feel now how much they want Him, how badly 
they get on without Him, 


But Jesus will show them that He can be near 
them without their seeing Him—can watch over 
and care for them when they know it not. Where 
was He all this time? (ver. 23.) Just think—He 
came over there for rest—and what has He been 
doing, in the morning (Luke 9: 11), afternoon (ver. 
19), evening (verse 22)? and now, all that dark, 
stormy night, out on those bleak hills praying! 
But has He forgotten His chosen Twelve? See 
Mark 6: 48—‘‘saw them toiling in rowing.’ How 
could He see, through the black darkness, down 
on tothe far distant waters? See Psalm 139: 12 
(compare Exodus 3:7; 2d Chron. 16:9; Ps, 33: 18; 
84: 15; 56: 8), 

Jesus looking ! with what loving pity—with what 
gracious readiness tohelp! ‘Saw them toiling”’— 
every weary pull at the oar, every anxious glance 
at the waves, every downcast thought in the heart, 
seen and marked by Him. But He will not help 
too soon—they have a lesson to learn [above]. 





And now another wonder. His eyés—what had' 
they done? His feet—what do they now do? Is 
not that God-like? (See Job 9: 8; Psalm 77: 19.) 
Here is His true glory :—He is a King, ruling over 
all nature (see Ps, 29: 10)—how can He care for an 
earthly crown? His royal power to be used, not 
to give honor tothe Jews, but to watch over and 
care for His own people. 


II. How Curist’s SERVANTS SHOULD 
Look Unto Him. [Read ver. 26-33.] 


Now look at the boat again. All terrified—not 
at the storm—at what? Would they have been 
frightened if they had expected to see Jesus? But 
that He should see them then, come to them so! 
—no idea of that. They can’t trust their eyes; but 
their ears—whose voice is that? “It is I!’—yes, 
their Master, who has so often used their boat, 
now showing them He can do without it. 


In a moment Peter’s courage has come back— 
“Yes, it is true: He is all, more than all, that we 
thought He was.” Peter has healed the sick and 
cast out devils, like Jesus—a few hours ago he was 
helping in that wondrous distribution of bread 
and fish—surely (he thinks) we can do all that He 
does—can tread the waters too. See him ventur- 
ing—yes, he is walking on the sea—suddenly a cry 
—he is sinking—the swimmer’s skill (John 21: 7) no 
use—then a mighty hand stretched out, and he 
and Jesus arein the boat. Then two more won- 
ders (ver. 32; John 6: 21). 

Now ask two questions:— | 

1. Why did Peter sink? (see ver. 30)—“ afraid’; 
and why afraid?—“ when he saw the wind boiste- 
rous.’ Then he was looking—at what? Was not 
the storm as great just now, when He leaped from 
the boat?—but he saw it not then—never thought 
of it then—his eye fixed on Jesus then—therefore 
could walk on the sea. “Looking unto Jesus”— 
that the only way to be strong and brave. 


2. What was it that he needed? See what Jesus 
says to him (ver. 31). “Little faith’ !—was it not 
great faith to venture on the water?—no, he was 
thinking partly of himself, how he was going 
to do a mighty thing—there was a little faith, but 
vanity too—he would do more than the others 
(comp. Mark 14: 29, 30, and 2d text forrep.) Then, 
when he was sinking, wanted the hand of Jesus 
to save him—but could not Jesus have saved him 
at a distance?—should have believed that, He 
wanted more faith. 

Til. 


Tuus WeE SEE THE SECRET OF 


STRENGTH. 


1, Jesus is looking at us. Is that a pleasant 
thought? Not for His enemies: see what a Divine 
look may do to them (Exod. 14: 24), But see how it 
ean strengthen His people (Judg. 6: 14), The thing 
is to remember that He is looking. The disciples 
thought He was far away; so He seems to us. We 
cannot see Him, but He is there [illustration—sun, 
hidden by clouds, is still there], He is at God’s right 
hand, but what is He doing there? (Rom. 8: 34); 
and He can see all the way to earth, and be with 
us just when we want help. It may seem very 
dark, but— 


** It is not night if thou be near !”’ 


2. We must “look unto Jesus’ (Heb. 12: 2). When 
in trouble, danger, anxiety, must look out for Him 
—He may come when we don’t expect—in a way 
we never think of. And at every step we take— 
difficult steps, doubtful steps, dangerous steps— 




















XUM" 





V91 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





trying to be like Jesus, to act like Him, to imitate 
Him, in the midst of difficulty and danger—what 
todo? To keep our eyes on Him—the eyes of our 
mind—ouwr thoughts; then shall find how true is the 
promise of Isaiah 43:2. If begin to sink, cry, 
“Lord, save me!’ (compare Ps, 69: 1, 2); then shall 
say with the Psalmist (94: 18), ‘‘When I said, my 
foot slippeth, Thy mercy, O Lord, held me up!”’ 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1, Our translation, in John 6, accurately represents 
the original in regard to the two Greek words used, 
ploion, “‘ship,”’ and ploiarion, “ boat,’’ and the dis- 
tinction is very interesting. The disciples crossed 
the lake in their “ship,” or large fishing-vessel; 
but St. John says that the people who were next 
day looking out for Jesus saw there was no “‘boat’’ 
there except the one in which the disciples went, 
and that Jesus had not gonein that one. He adds, 
that other “ boats’ came from Tiberias, and that 
the people took shipping (rather, ‘“‘ships’’) to re- 
turn to Capernaum, Unless these distinctions are 
carefully observed, difficulties arise: for instance, 
in John 6: 17, it is implied that after the disciples 
had launched forth, they expected Jesus to follow 
them, but, if they had gone in the only vessel, how 
did they think He could do so? Probably the sin- 
gle “boat’”’ belonged to the place, or to some neigh- 
boring fishing-port, and was there to put people on 
shore from the larger ‘‘ships,’’ which lay a little 
way off. This “boat” conveyed the disciples to 
their “ship,” and then returned; and they thought 
Jesus might use it by-and-bye tocome out to them. 
But He did not, as we know; and the people next 
day might be told by the boatman that he had not 
taken Jesus. For a similar elucidation of other 
points see The Rob Roy on the Jordan. 


2. ‘* The fourth watch of the night. i. e., from 3 to 6 
a.m, Originally the Jews only reckoned three 
watches (mentioned respectively in Lam, 2: 19; 
Judg. 7: 19; and Exod. 14: 24); but in later times the 
Roman division of the night into four watches 
came into use. All fourare named in Mark 18: 35, 


3. “It is a spirit’’—rather, “apparition,” or *‘phan- 
tom’’; in the Greek, phantasma. 


4. “* Would have passed them by (Mark). 
their faith. Compare Luke 24: 28, 


To try 


5. Peter’s words, “If it be Thou,’ do not imply a 
doubt whether it was Jesus; ‘if’ has the sense of 
since.’ Our Lord’s “Come!” is not strictly au- 
thoritative—rather permissive. Yet Peter’s act, 
though partly prompted by vain self-confidence, is 
not wholly to be condemned. To dare great things 
for Christ is not in itself wrong: alldepends on the 
Spirit in which it is done. Jesus does not rebuke 
the act itself, does not say, ‘Wherefore didst thou 
come?’ Amd it must not be forgotten that Peter 
did, for a moment or two, walk on the sea: a won- 
drous illustration of Matthew 17: 20. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


These questions are the same as those in the 
* Question Paper,” which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use, It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


. What was the subject of the last Lesson? 

What was the motto? 

. What effect did this produce upon the people? 

(verse 15.) 

. How did Jesus avoid them? 

. What did His disciples do? 

Whither did they sail? 

How was the wind? (Matt. 14: 24.) 

What was the effect? 

. How far did they row after lowering the sail 
and taking up the oars? 

10. What time of night was it? 

ll. Whom did they see walking on the water? 

12. Why were they afraid ‘ 

18. What did Jesus say? 


one 


Cer Sas 





14. What did Peter answer? (Matt. 14: 28.) 
15. Did Peter also walk on the water? (Matt. 14: 29.) 
16. What did he see? (Matt, 14: 30.) 

17. How did he feel? 

18, What was the consequence ? 

19. What did he cry? 

20. What did Jesus do? 

21. What did He say? 

22. Why did Peter begin to sink? 

23. How was he saved? 

24, How alone can we be saved ? 

25. Can you repeat these verses ?— 


** Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly 
While the nearer waters roll, 

While the tempest still is high; 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 

Till the storm of life be past; 
Safe into the haven guide, 

Oh receive my soul at last. 


“Wilt Thou not regard my call? 
Wilt Thou not accept my prayer? 
Lo! I sink, I faint, I fall! 
Lo! on Thee I cast my care! 
Reach me out Thy gracious hand 
While I of Thy strength receive; 
Hoping against hope I stand, 
Dying, and behold I live!” 


FOR INTERMEDIATEand OLDER CLASSES, 


1. How had Messiah been prophesied of by Moses? 
(Deut, 18: 15.) 
. What miracle reminded the Jews of this pro- 
phecy? 
8. What was there in this miracle which was like 
Moses ? 
4. What did the people propose to do? 
5. Why would not Jesus allow this ? 
6. Why did He go alone into the mountain? 
7. What did the disciples do? 
8. What occurred on the voyage? 
9. Why were they afraid? 
10. How were they comforted ? 
1l. What quality did Peter as usual evince? 
12. What was the effect of his confidence ? 
13. Why was he “afraid’’? 
14. What was the effect of his cowardice? 
15. To whom did he call? 
16. With what result? 
17. What lessons do we learn from this ? 
18. What further miracle was now wrought by the 
Saviour? (Mark 6: 51.) 
19. What did those in the ship do? (Matt. 14: 33.) 
20. What did they say? 
21. Was this real trust in Him, or only natural fear 
and wonder? (Mark 6: 52.) 
22, What further miracle was wrought? 
6: 21.) 
What land was this? (Mark 6: 53.) 
On which side of the sea? . 
What cities were in this neighborhood? 
What did the people do? . 
How extensive was this? (Mark 6: 56.) 
What was the result to them ? 
What does this show respecting the fame of 
Jesus? 
80. What respecting His goodness? The Life in 
Him? 
31. What respecting the faith of the people? 
82. Have you faith in Him? 
> <> 


bp 


(v. 15.) 
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A CLOSE EXAMINATION.—AtaSunday-school 
Teachers’ Institute recently held in Washing- 
ton, D. G., several questions were proposed 
for the purpose of drawing out the facts of the 
case. The-answers, written upon slips of 
paper, were afterward collected and submitted 
to acommittee, who at the next session made 
the following report: 

First. How much time do you occupy in 
preparing the lesson? The answers are an 
average of three hours—some ten hours, others 
but half an hour, The committee is impress- 
ed with the fact that those teachers who give 
the least time to preparation generally need 
the least time to teach it in the class, and vice 
versa. 

Second. Do you try to gain the affection of 





yourscholars? Most answer, Yes; some, No. 
The prevailing sentiment seems to be that the 
teacher should, by kindness, cordial greeting, 
heartfelt interest in their welfare, visitations, 
and prayer, endeavor to gain an influence for 
good. 

Third. Do you aim to secure the immediate 
conversion of your scholars, and how? A few 
answer, No. Generally, Yes; by earnest 
prayer, thorough preparation of lessons, by 
holding up before them the cross of a loving 
Saviour. Every instrumentality, lessons, pic- 
tures, mottoes, blackboard, singing, papers, 
books, etc., should be used with this end, and 
no other in view. 

Fourth. How much time in school do you 
need for the lesson? From thirty minutes to 
forty-five. Average about thirty. Most of 
the answers named thirty minutes. 

<r oS 

THE LARGEST SuNDAyY-SCHOOL IN THE 
WorLp.—“‘ Stockport! Stockport!’ The por- 
ter’s clear voice rang through the carriage in 
which I had been for some three hours seated, 
and reminded me that I must alight here if I 
intended to see the largest Sunday-school in 
the world. 

It was on the evening of Sunday, June 16, 
1805, that the committee and teachers and 
children met on the site of the present build- 
ing, of which the foundation-stone had been 
laid the evening before, ‘‘ to celebrate in a sol- 
emn manner the commencement of this un- 
dertaking.”’ Atthat time Stockport was much 
smaller than it is now, and the £4000 that the 
building was estimated to cost was a vast sum. 
The building when completed would accom- 
modate 4000 children, but it was soon filled, 
and four branch schools were built in various 
parts of the town. In 1835 an addition was 
made to the original building involving an 
outlay of £2500, and providing twenty-five 
more teaching rooms. About eighteen years 
after, the organ, which had cost £500, was re- 
placed by a new one of much larger size, at a 
cost of £700. Two years later the jubilee was 
celebrated by wiping off the debt that remain- 
ed after the enlargement in 1835. A grand tea- 
meeting was held, to which one thousand two 
hundred tickets were sold at 1s. 6. each. The 
mayor presided, and the father of the present 
queen with several members of Parliament 
and other notables were on the platform. The 
address to the publicat that time describes the 
establishment as “strengthened by its four 
branch schools, the whole erected at a total 
cost of £20,000, supported by an annual expen- 
diture of £500, raised by voluntary subscrip- 
tion; in which five thousand children are now 
educating under the care of four hundred 
and forty teachers, and on whose registers are 
inscribed the names of seventy thousand scho- 


lars and three thousand five hundred gratui- 
tous teachers, who use the Bible, without note, 
comment, or Apocrypha, as their class-book, 
and offer to every poor child in the town or 
neighborhood of Stockport who applies for 
admission the inestimable blessing of a moral 
and a religious edueation. 

From the last published report (1869) I find 
that the number of scholars is five thousand 
one hundred and fifty, and four hundred and 
thirty-two teachers; of whom four thousand 
and thirty-five scholars, and three hundred 
and twenty-three teachers are in the central 
school. Of these four thousand and thirty-five 
scholars, two thousand and eighty-three; and 
of thethree hundred and twenty-three teach- 
ers, one hur red and eighty-four are on the 
male side or the school. The number of the 
last registered scholar is 84,263 and of the last 
registered teacher, 4650. The total working 
expenses of this great schoo. last year amounte 
ed to £856 17s, 9d.—S. S. Journal. i 
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THE LEsson to be taught December 25th, 
may be found in John 6: 22-71. Subject: 
True Christianity— What it is. 


———————— 
A Congregational Library, 


HE value of books as an educational 
agency, we fear, is not duly estimated, 
either by families or by congregations. 
The reading of people is made up entirely 
too much of newspapers and magazines. 
There are many people who do not read a 
book all the year round, unless it be occa- 
sionally some cheap novel. There are many 
households in which books form no part of 
the customary furniture. There may be, 
perhaps, a big quarto Bible, as a centre- 
piece to the parlor, and asmart annual or 
two, or a gift-book of some kind, just as 
there are shells and photograph albums, 
and gim-cracks of various kinds, for the 
purpose of ornament. But books for read- 
ing are scarce. The head of the house, in 
laying in his annual supplies, does not 
make ita part of his business to lay ina 
fresh supply of books every year, just as he 
lays in a supply of coal or of flour. Yet a 
true estimate of the wants of 4 family 
would lead to a stated purchase of this kind 
just as regularly as to a purchase of food 
and fuel, or of winter and summer clothing. 
A right estimate of the wants of a commu- 
nity would likewise lead to the establish- 
ment and support of common libraries. 
There are indeed many such libraries for 
ordinary, secular reading. Every city, and 
almost every large town, has its library or 
libraries of this sort. But in addition to 
this, every community needs a special li- 
brary for the supply of books for religious 
reading, and the best organization for this 
purpose is the church or congregation, in 
connection with its Sunday-school. 

In selecting books for the congregational 
library, nearly the same rules will hold 
that are to be observed in selecting Sunday- 
school books. The range of selection might 
indeed be extended, but not so as to in- 
clude any books except those suitable to 
be read on Sunday. There are many books 
which would interest adults and the older 
class of readers, which would not interest 
children. Almost every denomination now 
has its Board of Publication. A congrega- 
tion, in supplying its library, would natu- 
rally begin by purchasing all the library 





books of its own board, and then purchase 
according to its means from the lists of 
other publishers. The American Tract 
Society has a noble list of books for adult 
readers. So have many private houses, 
such as the Carters, Scribners, Sheldons, 
Harpers, Gould & Lincoln, and others, 

A congregational library, in order to 
have some vitality, should have some regu- 
lar income, either by annual membership 
or by a stated church colleetion, so as to be 
able once a year at least to make a substan- 
tial addition to its stock of books. A stated 
supply of fresh, new books is more impor- 
tant to the success of the library than hav- 
ing a huge assortment of old books. A 
library of this kind, properly managed, is 
really economical. If every family has to 
purchase for itself all the new books it 
wants to read, the expense would be no 
trifle. But by a very moderate contribution 
from each to the common stock, a supply 
may be obtained which few families could 
afford on their own private account, and 
yet they would obtain all the use of them 
that they really need. 

A congregational library should be en- 
tirely free to all who wish to useit. The 
attempt to defray its expenses by a charge, 
however small, for the use of the books, 
would keep away just that class of people 
whom it is most important to induce to be- 
come readers. The library should be main- 
tained as a public convenience and benefit, 
and as an indirect means of spreading truth 
and propagating the gospel. A church 
that will keep up such an agency in con- 
nection with its Sunday-school, will find 
itself steadily growing stronger in all the 
elements of spiritual health. 


a 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
Teachers’ Meetings. 
THE NEED FOR THEM. 
BY REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


HE success of the Sunday-school, as far 

as human instrumentality isconcerned, 
depends upon the efficiency of the teachers. 
If the teachers are earnest, prayerful and 
intelligent, the school will prosper; if, on 
the contrary, the teachers are careless and 
manifest no desire to improve, the school 
will become a well-dressed social drganiza- 
tion, whose chief end will be to amuse the 
children. The great want of the Sunday- 
school is a body of thoroughly trained 
teachers. The idea that any body, with 
any kind of preparation, can teach is ruin- 
ing multitudes of schools. The average 
Sunday-school is a failure because the aver- 
age teacher is a failure. Preparation for 


this work, as well as for any other, is abso- 
lutely necessary. We exercise practical 
wisdom with regard to every kind of mate- 








rial work, but the moment we touch a 
spiritual work we leave our common sense 
behind us. Skilled work of every kind de- 
mands training ; the mechanic spends years 
in preparation fer the exercise of a trade, 
the minister before he can profitably fulfill 
the duties of his office must attend thesemi- 
nary; why should the idea that teaching 
in the Sunday-school requires no previous 
culture be for a moment entertained? It is 
a spiritual work, it is true, and all true suc- 
cess is the gift of God, but God blesses the 
efforts of the pains-taking teacher. Without 
labor no teacher can become thoroughly 
acquainted with the Bible. The great want 
of the times is old-fashioned Bible knowl- 
edge. The power of the church grows less 
because Christians do not study God’s 
word. It is the office of the teacher to 
lodge Bible truth in the minds of the chil- 
dren that the Holy Spirit may useit asa 
means of conversion; but how can they 
impart that which they have not acquired? 


Where is the seminary for the Sunday- 
school teacher? There is nothing so well 
adapted to the training of the teacher as 
the Weekly Teachers’ Meeting, and no 
school can afford to be without one. A 
Teachers’ Meeting is a necessary adjunct 
of the Sunday-school, and you may as well 
be without a school as to be without this; 
itis the heart of the whole matter. We 
must educate the teachers. 


—————— a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Visitors in the Infant-Class. 


BY A WORRIED TEACHER. 


AM troubled about something, and want 
to ask advice of my fellow-workers. 

I came home from school last Sabbath 
weary and discouraged, partly because I 
felt I had not done all I might have done 
with more preparation, and partly because 
the good I tried to do was hindered by vari- 
ous interruptions. My infant class that 
day numbered fifty-eight as bright, active, 
restless little ones as you will find in any 
Sunday-school; hands, feet and tongues, 
all ready to be set in motion on the slight- 
est pretext or provocation. 


By dint of frequent reproving glances 
and shakings of the head or finger, we 
managed to keep them tolerably quiet 
through the prolonged opening exercises, 
which, as far as they are concerned, might 
as well be held in the adjoining church, the 
singing being the only part sufficiently 
audible to them to attract their attention. 
But the doors are closed at last, and, greatly 
to my relief, I havemy little flock undermy 
own control. A few words are sufficient to 
institute order and compose them for the 
devotional exercises, . 

Two or three visitors have already taken 
their seats, and in the midst of the prayer, 
another comes in and begins to whisper. 
Is it surprising that the little eyes open, 
the lips forget to move, and the spirit of 
devotion takes its flight? 

I proceed with the lesson. Every infant 
class teacher knows that it is easy enough 
to gain and keep the attention of the chil- 
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dren with the illustrative'part of the lesson, 
but when we reach the practical applica- 
tion, how prone their minds are to fly off 
in a tangent,so that the most labored effort 
in this direction may be entirely lost upon 
them. Just at this crisis, when I am trying 
to make the transition so easy that they 
shall not notice it, the door opens again 
and another visitor enters. In vain I try 
to hold those fifty-eight pairs of eyes—every 
one of them must tnrn to the door—the 
charm is broken, the application is lost. 


Now, this is not the experience of a sin- 
gle Sabbath. It has been mine over and 
over again, ahd my trouble is to know what 
to do about it. 


Our good superintendent is willing to do 
anything to help me, even to having the 
doors locked and allowing no visitors. But 
I dislike to be so exclusive. The infant 
class room is always an attractive place, 
and I do not wonder that so many like to 
visitit. But itis not a show, as someseem 
to think it; and I am not certain that the 
greatest good of the children, to say noth- 
ing of the comfort of the teacher, who is 
often subjected to embarrassment and even 
positive physical pain, does not demand 
the entire exclusion of visitors. 


If there is a better way I should be glad 
to hear of it, for certainly of all classes in 
our Sunday-school, the infant class, being 
the one most easily disturbed, should be the 
most carefully guarded from interruption. 

Am I right, or am I wrong? I am, at 
all events, a good deal worried. 


-<—- + 





Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times. . 
A Letter From Cleveland. 


CLEVELAND, O, Nov. 28, 1870. 

DEAR TIMES:—Your correspondent has 
had the pleasure of a visit to the North Pres- 
byterian Mission of this city, and was greatly 
pleased with the evident interest and earnest- 
ness of its Superintendent, J. B. Crocker and 
his band of devoted teachers. The lesson of 
the day was the Wise and Foolish Virgins, and 
itwas made impressively solemn by the an- 
nouncement of the death of two of the dear 
scholars during the previous week. ‘Be ye 
also ready’”’ was the admonition pressed home 
with fervent words by the superintendent, in 
@ manner that could not fail to leave a lesson 
never to beforgotten. The infant department 
of this flourishing school, conducted by a 
young lady, is in able handsif one may judge 
from the fixed attention of the little ones, and 
the intelligent manner of eliciting replies to 
the teacher’s questions. A good work is be- 
ing accomplished here, The citizens of the 
neighborhood who have fora long time been 
deprived of the privileges of a preached gospel, 
how attend the services which are held in the 
neat and commodious chapel erected for the 
school, 


In the evening I listened to’ a sermon on 
temperance by Rey. Mr. Taft, Pastor of the 
Baptist Mission more than half a mile distant 
from the locality of the other mission effort. 
On my way thither, in company with some 
dear friends of earlier days I remarked the 
frequency of places open on the Lord’s day for 
the sale of strong drink. ‘Yes!’ was the sad 
reply, “every fourth or fifth house in this 





street, under some guise or other, is dealing 
out this body and soul destroying poison.”’ 

The sermon was from Philippians iii, 2, ““Be- 
ware of dogs.’’ Sabbath-breaking, profanity, 
licentiousness and kindred vices were held up 
as dangerous dogs; but it was shown that the 
most venomous and deadly bite of all was that 
inflicted by the vile and sneaking cur that 
shows his teeth at every street corner in our 
large cities, and enters our own homes before 
we are aware, infusing, in an unguarded mo- 
ment, his poisonous venom into the life blood 
of the dearest and best beloved of earth, From 
all such dogs deliver us! 


May the “Good Templars,’’ under whose 
auspices I understand the sermon was preach- 
ed, reap a harvest of new members from the 
efforts of one manly voice which would “ cry 
aloud and spare not.’’ G. 

~> <P > 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE NEW JERSEY 
State Sunday-School Convention, 


HELD AT ELIZABETH. 
(OConcluded.) 





FIFTH SESSION. 


N Wednesday evening, of the second day, 
the highest tide of interest and enthusi- 
asm was reached. The spacious church was 
crammed, many being unable to get seats. It 
was just the full, warm sort of gathering that 
stimulates speakers and delights the Business 
Committee, while at the same time it compli- 
ments and satisfies the Christian and Sunday- 
school workers of the community. 


Illustrative Teaching. 


The subject appointed for the evening was 
introduced by Dr. Banvard, the President, 
who took the opportunity to compliment very 
highly the exercise with the children in the 
morning, wherein the teacher, Mrs. Clark, so 
admirably illustrated her story of Blind Bar- 
timeus. 

Aug. O. Van Lennep, of New York, showed, 
in an interesting address, how wonderfully 
full of picture-teaching the Bible is, and how 
much pictures have to doin illustrating and 
bringing out the true meaning and force of 
numerous Scripture allusions. He exhibited 
a number of excellent pictures, graphically 
described them, and made some of the most 
interesting explanations of some of the cus- 
toms of the East, referred to in the Bible, that 
we have ever listened to. The description of 
the wise and foolish virgins and the wedding 
was worth going miles to hear and tosee. One 
gets a view as different from usually received 
opinions, as mid-day differs from the gray of 
morning. 

The Rev. G. A. Peltz, of Philadelphia, spoke 
to the point, showing the difference between 
verbal and visible illustration, and urging the 
importanee of the use of pictures wherever 
practicable, and as kindred in value, where 
pictures could not be obtained, the use of the 
blackboard. 

The Rey. J. S. Ostrander, of New York, 
added his testimony to the value of blackboard 
delineations. Itis a convenient substitute for 
object-teaching—for when you cannot bring 
the tree, the house, the river, the lake to you, 
you can represent them on the board. Chalk, 
he said, wasa power ig Sunday-school instruc- 
tion, which we do not begin to avail ourselves 
of as we might. The speaker closed by illus- 





trating the parable of the Prodigal Son on the 
board, 

The Rey. S. W. Pratt, of Hammonton, also 
had a word of commendation for the black- 
board, and State Secretary Clark, who is editor 
and publisher of the only manual of fresh 
blackboard exercises published in the coun- 
try, also gave some suitable hints and cautions 
in reference to the useof the board. Too much 
matter must not be put upon the board, Itis 
only lumber. It confuses and bewilders, and 
instead of helping to deepen the impression of 
any given lesson or truth, dissipates it. The 
President closed by a few earnest words to 
Sunday-school workers present, and an appeal 
to the impenitent to come to Christ, thus fit- 
tingly introducing one of Philip Phillip’s 
sweetest and most impressive songs, entitled 
“Too Late.’’ 

After prayer by the pastor, Dr. Miller, the 
session adjourned to the third and last day. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


The morning session of Thursday, the third 
day, was opened by the usual prayer exer- 
cises, which were short, warm, and impres- 
sive. 


The Temperance Question 


was then introduced, and although not in the 
regular line of business succession, and there- 
fore not strictly in order, was yet received 
with such popular signs of approbation 
throughout the assembly as to sustain itself in 
a most:interesting and important discussione 
The Rev. H. D. Doolittle,of Somerset, pre- 
sented the following, by way of introducing 
the question : 

Whereas, Intemperance is obviously on the in- 
crease and is making fearful ravages throughout 
our State and country; therefore, 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend that all 
pastors and superintendents be requested speedily 
to introduee into their schools a temperance pledge 
to abstain from all that can intoxicate, and that al 
connected with the schools be urged to sign it. 

After a warm discussion, including an effort 
to lay the resolution on the table, it was passed 
unanimously. George Shepard Page, of Stan- 
ley, offered the following, which was also 
adopted, the Rev. Dr. Banvard remarking 
that they already had such a law in the city of 
Paterson, but the rum party controlled the 
law: 

Resolved, That this Convention petition to the 
Legislature of New Jersey for the enactment of a 
law which shall permit the voters of townships or 
wards to control the licensing or sale of spirituous 
or malt liquors within the limits of the respective 
townships or wards. 

Horace Doolittle, of Hunterdon, offered the : 
following, which was also passed: 

Resolved, That we regard the temperance reform 
as of vital importance to our country, the church 
of God, and the children and youth of our Sunday- 
schools; and we therefore recommend that the 
Executive Committee arrange to devote to its con- 
sideration one whole session of the time of the 
next State Convention. 

The appointed order laid down by the pro- 
gramme was nexttakenup. ‘ Adult Classes” 
was considered in an able essay by the Rev. 
B: S. Everett, the discussiou which followed 
being entered into by the Rev. Messrs. Doo- 
little, Proudfit, A. McElroy Wylie, and Doane, 
and by W. H. Sutton, J. Murray Burdick, and 
Alfred Voorhees. ‘ Co-operation of Church 
Members”’ was introduced in an essay by the 
Rev. O. P. Eaches, which was also discussed. 
The subject of the 

Sunday-School Library 
was next taken up by the Rev. James M. Freeman, 
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of Jersey City. It was, according to the Newark 
Daily Advertiser,an exceedingly spicy address, and 
created a marked sensation, He said we are ad- 
monished by physicians not to give children co- 
lored candies on account of their poison. There 
is a great deal of beautiful poison in our libraries. 
Children’s minds are cruelly led astray by some of 
the books. Two little boys who had been reading 
“Tom Thorne,” left a note on the nursery table 
stating they had gone to the Rocky Mountains to 
hunt buffaloes and would be gone six months, 
They were found six miles from home practising 
on some calves with tiny bows and arrows. We 
must dolike the Methodist congregation whoasked 
for a minister, praying that if they could not get a 
religious man they might at least havea moral 
one. Wemust atleast have moral books. Many 
children never see any other books except those of 
the Sunday-school library. The titles of some of 
them would seem to indicate that the popular de- 
mand isfor immoral, trashy works. They have nice 
covers and pictures, and purchasers don’t know 
half the time what is inside of them. Whethera 
book be fact or fiction, does not determine its fit- 
ness for a library. Police reports are facts, yet 
very improper for children toread. An artist may 
grouptogether several objects from many different 
localities,and makeacharming and instructive 
picture. A few years since, one of the filthiest 
books ever printed got on our library shelves and 
on our parlor tables, because it was a Sunday-school 
book, and because not one-tenth of the editors who 
recommended it had ever read a line of it. 

The session was closed with prayer by Rev. Dr. 
Sheddon., of Rahway. 


SEVENTH SESSION. 


After the religious exercises, held for half 
an hour, the first item taken up was the report 
of the 


Obituary Committee. 


This report alludes feelinyly to the very sud- 
den death of two honored members, Wm. R. 
Sayre, the Treasurer of the Association, and 
the Hon. George T. Cobb, of Morristown, one 
of the active workers in the cause. The start- 
ling manner of the death of Senator Cobb (he 
was killed in a railroad accident on the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio railroad in Virginia) pointed 
the solemn admonition, ‘‘ Be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh.” Alluding to the late Mr. 
Sayre, the report says: 


In the death of brother Wm. H. Sayre, an officer 
of this Association, the Sunday-school cause has 
lost one of its most earnest and valuable support- 
ers, and the Church of Christ one of her most faith- 
ful and useful laborers. A man of strict integrity 
of character, of large benevolence, of fervent piety, 
ready for every good work, he won the esteem, 
confidence, and respect of the community, and his 
death is wholly to be lamented. In this Associa- 
tion he took a deep and active interest, and we are 
sad to think we shall no more see his pleasant face 
or have the benefit of his encouragement and coun- 
Sel while we are comforted with the thought that 
he is now at rest with the Saviour whom he loved 
to serve. 


The Nominating Committee. 
This committee reported the following list 
of officers for the ensuing year, namely: 
President—William D. Russell, Newark. 


Corresponding Secretary—Samuel W. Clark, New- 
ark. 

Recording Sceretary—Rev. B. C. Lippincott. 

Treaswrer—J. V. D. Hoagland. 

Vice Presidents—Rev. A. Hillier, William H. Sut- 
ton, Thomas Ryerson, Rev. P. D. Van Cleef, James 
8. Mackie, M. D., B. J. Wood, Rev. A. Van Lear. 

Place af Next Meeting—Paterson. 


State Secretary’s Report. 

The efficient State Secretary, Samuel W. 
Clark, presented his annual report, with its 
general encouragements and wise hints as to 
carrying on the work in the future. He sum- 
marized the reports of the County Secretaries 





in the following abstract, which shows very 
eompletely the condition of the cause in New 
Jersey : 


Number of schools in the State, . - - 1,604 
b of Schools reporting, - - - 1,363 
= of Officers, - - - - - - 5,712 
“4 of Teachers, - - - - - 18,096 
Average Attendance, - - - . - - 14,940 
Number of Church Members, - . - 15,523 
a of Scholars, - - - - - - 138,249 
Average Attendance, - - - - - 97,719 
Number of Scholars Church Members, - - 12,021 
* of Conversions, - - - - 4,016 
2 of Scholars in Infant-Class, - - 25,552 
of Volumes in Library, - - - 397,730 
. of Copies of Children’s Paper, - - 74,469 


Amount expended in sustaining School, 

" paid for other benevolent pur- 

poses, - - 4 Bie ® - $58,673.86 

ie contributed for State Association, $740.00 
Number of Schools holding Teachers’ Prayer- 

Meetings, - - - - - 899 

sia continuing in winter,- - - - 911 


$85,096.52 


General Topics. 


For the rest of the sessions, afternoon and 
evening, I will let the Newark Advertiser 
speak in its usually accurate and excellent 
report: 

The discussion of the topic, ‘‘ Uniform Les- 
sons,’? was begun by Rev. Alfred Taylor, who 
said this subject reminded him ofa good sister 
who was horrified in thinking these lessons 
meant * bringing children into Sunday-school 
dressed in soldier clothes.”’ He wished 
people would trouble themselves less about 
“introducing novelties.’’ The old Holland- 
ers who laid out the narrow, crooked streets 
of New York had stuck to their courses be- 
cause they hated change. A lively discussion 
followed. The Rev. Dr. H.C. Fish seconded 
Mr. Taylor’s remarks. He thought if they 
could not go through all the Lord’s green pas- 
ture and eat off every spear, the next best 
thing was to push ahead and pick out the best 
patches. The Rev. Charles E, Knox, of Bloom- 
field, spoke with a good degree of eloquence 
and energy against this plan. He said he was 
opposed to any system that tends to break up 
the memorizing of the Scriptures. Prof. W. 
H. Campbell, D. D., LL.D., of Rutgers Col- 
lege, spoke on the ‘‘ Necessity of Spiritual 
Power.” He defined the nature of this power 
and its effect upon the heart. It was a crea- 
tion, a new birth—a resurrection, effecting a 
great moral change, by which children were 
taught to know God and to love him. 


A Little Breeze. 

Just as the afternoon session was about to 
close, there was an exhilarating scene. Mr, 
George Shepard Page offered the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That this Convention recommend to 
the Legislature of New Jersey the enactment of a 
law which shall make attendance upon eithera 
public, private, or denominational school, of every 
child between the ages of six and sixteen, compul- 
sory. 

Cries of ‘‘ It’s too late,” ‘It won’t do any 
good,” ‘‘ Let’s adjourn,” &c., resounded from 
every part of the house, and every attempt 
was made to put Mr. Page down. But he 
fought like a hero for the floor, and won it 
too, and made ashort and plucky speech in 
support of his resolution. He said there were 
within ten miles of Elizabeth scores of men 30 
years of age who would not go into a Sunday- 
school and take a Bible in their hands because 
they could not read. Prussia had these laws, 
England was about adopting them, and it was 
time New Jersey did something in the matter, 
Before the thing had time to cool, Dr. H.C, 





Fish seconded Mr. Page, in one of his most 
effective broad-sides, and the balls flew right 
home. 

Mr. Bridgeman, of Bergen, said it was abso- 
lutely necessary that this thing should be 
done, and that 20,000 or 30,000 untaught chil- 
dren slept around the wharves of New York 
harbor and bay that were growing into voters 
to make the law-makers for the next genera- 
tion. If wedid notcontrol them by education 
they would control us. 

The Rey. Dr. Banvard, the President, 
clinched the thing by stating that he had 
preached a sermon in favor of the movement 
only last Sunday. The resolution was carried 
unanimously. ' 


EIGHTH SESSION. 

The Convention occupied its closing session, 
on Thursday evening, with miscellaneous ex- 
ercises. Mr. Page gave an amusing account of 
his experience in the ragged schools of Ireland 
and England. Every Mrs. McGuire was sure 
if he came from America he must know their 
sons. The ‘‘ Wild Irish’? boys, shelalahs in 
hand, flocked around him by hundreds and 
escorted him through the streets. 

Hon. John Hill recounted, in an eloquent 
and impressive manner, what the Association 
had done, There were several other speakers 
who said many good things—sincere and ear- 
nest workers in the cause, among whom we 
would mention Rev. Mr. Proudfit, of Glou- 
cester. An able essay on “Training Con- 
verted Scholars’? was read by Rev. Mr. Le 
Fevre, of Raritan. The Rev. Dr. Miller said 
he had no written speech, but he made up for 
it by a volley of humorous remarks which 
convulsed the audience with laughter. 

W. D. Russell, of Newark, thanked the Con- 
vention for the honor conferred by electing 
him President. 


“After a resolution of thanks to the citizensof 


Elizabeth for their kind hospitality, and 

prayer and benediction from the Rey. Dr. 

Banvard, the Convention adjourned sine die, 
Bi 


oo 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
A Chinese Sunday-School Anniversary, 


UR friend, William R. Wadsworth, of San 
Francisco, sends us the following most 
interesting account of the anniversary exer- 
cises of the Chinese Sunday-school, of which 
he is superintendent: 

The second anniversary exercises of the Chi- 
nese Sunday-school connected with the Church 
of the Advent were held on Sunday evening, 
October 30th, in the chureh on Howard street, 
The Chinese pupils, about sixty in number, 
were seated inside the chancel, facing the con- 
gregation. After prayer by the Rector, Rev. 
H. D. Lathrop, the hymn, ‘‘From Greenland’s 
Icy Mountains,’? was chanted, the Chinese 
taking part. 


Superintendent’s Report. 


Mr. Wm. R. Wadsworth, superintendent of 
the school, then submitted his annual report 
as follows: 

At the close of the second year of our mis- 
sionary labors among our Chinese brethren, we 
have cause for devout thankfulness to a mer- 
ciful Providence, for the continued interest 
manifested in the work in which we are en- 
gaged. The field was partly prepared by th® 
labor of the missionaries, who have so faith 
fully devoted themselves to the work in earl¥ 
years, and the readiness with which ours 329 
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lars learn our language, will be evidenced in 
the exercises of the evening. 

It is with great satisfaction that.we name the 
fact, that for attention, readiness to learn, obe- 
dience, and general good behavior, but2few 
schools can be said to excel ours, andjfor the 
period that the superintendent has had charge 
of the school, about eighteen months, he has 
had occasion to speak to them by way of cor- 
rection but once. 

The question is frequently asked, Do the 
Chinese understand the rudiments of the gos- 
pel? Itis thoughtthat they do. A few months 
since, one of the scholars asked for a copy of 
the New Testament, (we had distributed some 
fourteen or sixteen for punctual attendance), 
and in a letter, unsolicited, written some few 
weeks after the receipt of the Testament, he 
speaks of praying night and morning, and of 
not feeling angry at the boys who stone him 
while passing along the street, and of looking 
forward to the time when he will be ready to 
forgive such acts. 

The number of scholars on our registry is 
about 160 (50f whom are Japanese), and 7 male 
and 14 female teachers; and it may not be 
amiss to notice that one female teacher goes up 
to St. Luke’s Sunday-school in the morning, 
and then comes down to our school ata quar- 
ter to 1 o’clock in the afternoon. Our school 
has been open each and every Sunday, and on 
Thursday evenings, until within two weeks, 
achange has been made to Friday evening. 
The school is opened with the Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Collect, ‘‘ Direct us, O Lord, in all our 
doings,”’ the scholars repeating with the super- 
intendent in an audible voice. The average 
attendance on Sunday for the first four months 
has been of teachers, seven male, and nineteen 
female, and forty scholars. For the second 
four months, five male and eleven female 
teachers, and thirty scholars. Fur the third 
four months, four male, and twelve female 
teachers, and thirty-four scholars. 


On Thursday evening the attendance has 
been interrupted for three different evenings, 
owing to the excitement consequent at the 
public meetings held against the Chinese. The 
average attendance during the first six months 
has been three male, and four female teachers, 
and nineteen scholars. Second or last six 
months, four male, and two female teachers, 
and eighteen scholars. 

The largest number of scholars present on 
Sunday has been 58, and the smallest 17; and 
on Thursday evening, the largest number ot 
scholars present has been 32, and the smallest 9. 

It is due to the female teachers to remark 
that but for their regular, devoted attention to 
the interests of the school, but little progress 
would have been made; and it is to be regret- 
ted that many of the male teachers have be- 
come weary in well-doing, have forgotten their 
Christian responsibilities, and deserted the 
ranks, 

By the assistance of the Rey. A. W. Loomis, 
and a Chinese Christian, we have a system of 
lessons for use, namely: the Lord’s Prayer in 
Chinese; the Creed ; the Ten Commandments 
in English and Chinese, with other pointed 
selections of gospel thoughts and common 
words in English and Chinese ;iso that occa- 
sionally reading in both languages, the scho- 
lars better understand the subjects we desire 
to teach them. 

On Thursday evening we téach them read- 
ing, spelling, arithmetic, geography, repeating 
the names of the States and Territories in the 
United States, in seventeen of which their 





countrymen are at present residing. The ad- 
vantage of familiarizing them with our coun- 
try is the opening of the way of correspon- 
dence. It is only last week one of the scho- 
lars, whose brother bad lately arrived from 
China, and gone to reside at Virginia, Mon- 
tana Territory, came with a letter, and placing 
the same in an envelope, directed itin English 
to his brother in said place, and taking out his 
pocket memorandum-book, took two three- 
cent stamps, and placing them on the en- 
velope, took the letter to the post-office. 

The amount disbursed for the school during 
the year has been, and will be, about $70, of 
which sum the scholars have contributed 
$19.20. $5 legal tender was received by Mr. 
Lathrop, from a lady in Washington, D. C., 
who had read the account that was published 
last year of our anniversary exercises. $30 has 
been appropriated by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Kip, a portion of the interest of $500, legal 
tender, remitted him by Mrs. R. B. Minturn, 
of New York. 

It may be well to mention that the American 
Bible Seciety is preparing an edition of the 
Holy Scriptures in Chinese, which they pro- 
pose to circulate here and on this coast by col- 
porteurs devoted to the work among the Chi- 
nese. 

Since the opening of the overland railroad 
we have had numerous strangers to call and 
visit our school, and the expression of interest, 
sympathy, and the addresses that have been 
made (we having an intelligent interpreter 
among our scholars), have given great encou- 
ragement to the teachers and scholars, and it 
is to be hoped that similar schools will be 
opened in many of the seventeen States and 
Territories in which the Chinese are at present 
residing. 

Other Exercises. 

Four letters were then read from Chinese 
pupils of the school, addressed to their teach- 
ers, expressing their grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the education imparted to them. 

The school recited the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Creed in Chinese, after which the hymn 
‘* Rock of Ages’? was sung. The scholars then 
repeated, in unison, in English, the Ten Com- 
mandments. One of the pupils recited the 
same correctly, in an audible tone of voice. 

Rev. Mr. Gibson, for many years a mission- 
ary in China, followed in a brief address. He 
first spoke te the pupils, his remarks being 
interpreted by a Chinese scholar. The scho- 
lars, on being questioned, answered promptly 
and correctly as to why Christian people build 
ehurches? How many Gods they worship? 
and What class of people go to church? He 
thei: told them that as the good people goto 
church, they were their friends; and urged 
them to go to school regularly and bring their 
friends, that they may be taught to love the 
true and ouly God. Addressing the congre- 
gation, the reverend gentleman said, though 
this was asmall beginning, its influence was 
good. The truths imparted to these people 
will, in turn, bring forth good fruits. All 
should aid in the work undertaken ; lift up 
Christ and he will draw all people unto him- 
self. 

The Gloria in Excelsis was next chanted, 


| after which the Rt. Rev. Bishop Kip made an 


appeal to the congregation in behalf of the 
work. He said the varied exercises of the 
evening—the facts embodied in the report— 
spoke more eloquently than words. A year 
ago the enterprise was looked upon as a no- 
velty ; it remained to be seen whether it would 





prove efficacious. Witness the results: one 
hundred and sixty have been instructed in the 
gospel during the year; and forty on an ave- 
rage attended Sunday-school regularly. This 
was something to hear. Those who had be- 
lieved in heathenism mingle their praises with 
ourown. The cause is one worthy of our aid 
and sympathy. It seemed as if the work of 
the missionaries in China, maintained at an 
enormous expense, had resulted in little good; 
but that the most benefit to be derived was in 
educating these people in the Sunday-schools 
of this coast. He closed with an appeal for a 
contribution to carry on the work during the 
coming year more successfully, and to pro- 
cure Testaments in the Chinese language, 


‘‘The Beautiful River’? was chanted, and 
the interesting exercises closed with a prayer. 
OO 2S Oe 
For The Sunday-School Times, 

A Question. 


¢¢ Cy HOULD the Bible-class have a lesson, 

or a series of lessons, distinct from 

the school proper?’ Some fellow-worker 
please answer. H. C. H. 

oo 


Sunday-School Gutelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.1 








Philadelphia—Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day-School Assoeiation.—The regular 
monthly meeting of the Teachers’ Association 
of the Protestant Episcopal church was held 
on Monday evening, November 14, 1870, in St. 
Paul’s church, Third street, below Walnut. 
Notwithstanding the blustering weather, there 
was a large audience, many of whom were 
parents of scholars attending our Sunday- 
schools. 

The meeting was opened with religious ex- 
ercises by Rev. Dr. Roach, Rector of St. Paul’s, 
assisted by Rev. S. B. Simes, Rector of Gloria 
Dei; after which the President of the Associa- 
tion, Charles E. Lex, Esq., took charge of the 
proceedings, and the minutes of the previous 
meeting were read by the Secretary, George 
C. Thomas. 

The President then announced the subject of 
discussion, ‘* How can the Sunday-School be 
Made Beneficial to the Family?’’ which was 
opened by Rev. T. A. Jaggar, Rector of Holy 
Trinity. The following gentlemen partici- 
pated therein: The Rev. J. Y. Burk, of Trinity; - 
the Rev. W. H. Hare, of the Church of Ascen- 
sion; the Rey. Samuel Clements, of the Divi- 
nity School;:the Rev. Mr. Bowen, of Deme- 
rara, and the Rey. Dr. Roach, of St. Paul’s; 
with Messrs. Latimer, Vail, and Fitzgerald, 
laymen. 

Rev. Mr. Jaggar remarked that the question 
might be stated in another form, namely: 
‘‘ How shall fire be made to radiate greater 
Heat?’ The way to make the Sunday-school 
most beneficial to the family was not by devis- 
ing new methods of teaching, but by throwing 
more energy and life into those we have— 
greater, more intense faithfulness on the part 
of each teacher, assisted by maps and blaek- 
boards; library books, not merely harmless, 
but beneficial, containing clear-cut gospel 
truth for spiritual enlightenment, such as 
would be missionaries for good to fathers and 
mothers and families, wherever they went. 
He referred to singing as a great aid, not so 
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much in quantity as quality. Notsuch hymns 
as ‘I want to be an angel.’* We don’t want 
them to be angels, but redeemed souls, Chris- 
tians. But such hymns as “Shall we gather 
at the Riven?” Make every home vocal with 
such melodies as these, and they will be bene- 
ficial. But after all, above and beyond all, 
love is the most efficient auxiliary. The ma- 
chinery of a school is all very well, but the 
motive power is better, if it be real, true, gen- 
tle, loving influence. No home influence is 
more potent than a child’s, with its innocent 
artlessness, This point was illustrated by the 
ineident of a sweet little girl, the daughter ofa 
lady in New York, who attended a Sunday- 
school in that city, and at the earnest request 
of the child was a frequent visitor of the school. 
At an interview with the speaker at one of her 
visits, the mother said, in quite a defiant man- 
ner, “I am a Universalist; I come here on my 
child’s aceount, and I don’t believe in the doc- 
trines of your church.”’ A year passed away 
when this mother came seeking an interest in 
a@ personal Saviour, through the influence of 
that child carrying home Sunday after Sunday 
the seeds of gospel truth, and as her mother 
further said, asking me questions that I could 
not answer. 

Visiting is the duty of every teacher, but is 
it faithfully carried out? No key is more suc- 
cessful in opening a parent’s heart. Argu- 
ment may fail to reach a hardened heart, but 
a gentle hand laid lovinvly on the curly head 
of the little child, or a kiss to the baby, may 
accomplish a great deal more than we think. 
To sum up all, ‘ How can a Sunday-sehool 
that does its work right, fail to be beneficial to 
afamily? Ifthe teachersare faithful to Christ, 
faithful to his word, and faithful to the souls of 
the children committed to their charge, it 
cannot. 

A number of highly important suggestions 
were thrown out by the various speakers, 
which may be enumerated: The advantages 
and desirability of gathering children and pa- 
rents under the same Christian influence and 
ministrations; the conversion of abandoned, 
reprobate parents has been accomplished by 
the assistance of the sovereign grace of God, 
through the instrumentality of their children— 
they could not have been reached or attracted 
in any other way; a girl coming home from 
boarding sehool ina large city, brings to her 
home all the fashions and customs into which 
she has been initiated there, and little by little, 
through the influence of that girl, one after 


another of the old-fashioned things disappear. 


from her home, and a new atmosphere per- 
vades everything—so with the Sunday-school 
child, the quiet, peaceful, blessed influences 
of the gospel will dispel the darkness which 
has long brooded over many a home, 

Rev. Mr. Bowen, of Demerara, illustrated 
the influence of singing aud music by the fol- 
lowing anecdote: A poor little boy was listen- 
ing to the chimes of Bow Bells near Charing 
Cross in London, which it was evident that he 
very much enjoyed. A gentleman approached 
him, and asked him if he would like to go 
where he would often hear music like that? 
He replied, yes, that it would be jolly. The 
gentleman thenasked him if he had ever heard 
of heaven? No; where was it? Of Jesus 
Christ? No; who was he? Of God? “Ob,” 
replied he, ‘that’s the old fellow that sends 
folks to hell every day.” 

Such was his knowledge of these all-import- 
ant subjects. He was persuaded to connect 
himself with a Sunday-school in the neighbor- 





hood, and became in a short time another 
being, rejoicing in the knowledge of the truth 
as itis in Jesus Christ. 

The interest in the subject was great, and 
continued to the time of adjournment. 

The next meeting of the Association will be 
held in the Church of the Mediator, Nineteenth 
and Lombard streets, on Monday evening, 
December 12, 1870. 





Young Men’s Christian Association Ane 
niversary.—The sixteenth anniversary of the 
Philadelphia Association was celebrated in 
the Academy of Music on the evening of No- 
vember 29th. The spacious and splendid au- 
dience-room was crowded. A fine orchestra 
discoursed excellent music. The grandest 
singing, however, was by the vast. congrega- 
tion, led by DeWitt C. Moore, of Brooklyn and 
Philadelphia (he oscillates between these ci- 
ties in the exercise of his special gift of 
song-leadership). John Wanamaker, the 
newly elected President of the Association 
presided. The Rey. T. A. Fernley read the 
Scriptures, and the Rev. H. C. McCook offer- 
ed prayer. Peter B. Simons, the late Presi- 
dent, gave the opening address; William E. 
Dodge, Jr., President of the New York Asso- 
ciation, followed, and H. Thane Miller, Presi- 
dent of the Cincinnati Association, followed 
him again. At the Chairman’s request he 
preceded his remarks by singing the “Old, 
Old Story,’’ which he always does with such 
unction and feeling. The Rev. Thomas A, 
Jaggar, rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
church, Philadelphia, made the closing ad- 
dress, and the Rev. John Chambers dismissed 
the assemblage with the benediction. The 
Report shows many useful and encouraging 
items. The Association prospers. Its work 
is a success. Eternity only will reveal how 
great. The membership, of all kinds, foots 
up a total of 3,255. 





Interesting Amnniversary.—The twenty- 
fourth anniversary of the Sabbath-schools of 
the Spring Garden Presbyterian church, Phila- 
delphia, D. A. Cunningham, Pastor, was cele- 
brated Sunday afternoon, December 4th. The 
Rev. Alexander Reed, D. D., and John R. 
Worman made the addresses, The schools 
are flourishing and doing agood work. Albert 
G. Rowland is General Superintendent, and 
Isaac Baker, Superintendent of the model in- 
fant school. 





Stanley, N. J.—The LElillside Mission Sab- 
bath-School, George Shepard Page, Super- 
intendent, and Wm. F. Edwards, Assistant 
Superintendent, were to inaugurate their new 
building, ‘Stanley Hall,’? on Wednesday eve- 
ning, Noy. 30th. A neat circular of invitation 
was issued to a large number of Sunday- 
school folks. The exercises were to be of un- 
common interest. Half-a-dozen good speak- 
ers were down for parts in the programme, 


Brooklyn, L. I.—The regular quarterly 
Sunday-school meeting of the South Second 
Street Methodist church was re-inaugurated on 
the 30th of November, with interesting exer- 
cises in both the morning and evening. The 
Rev. George Lansing Taylor, pastor, preached 
in the morning on ‘‘ The Requisites of Sun- 
day-School Accommodation and Instruction,” 
and Hon. Israel S. Diehl spoke on Oriental and 
Bible lands in the evening. The day was de- 
lightfully spent. 








In THE De Kalb Avenue Methodist church, 
Brooklyn, a precious revival is in progress. 
The Christian Advocate says that during the 
session of the Sabbath-school on Sabbath last, 
and at the six o'clock prayer-meeting, great 
religious feeling was evinced. Seventy of the 
scholars of the school between the ages of nine 
and eleven years, together with adults, were at 
the altar, and during the day thirty-two pro- 
fessed conversion. The church and neighbor- 
hood seem moved to the cross. 


Mercer County, Penn’a.—The second Con- 
vention of the Mercer County Sabbath-Sch ool 
Union was held in Greenville, November 8th 
and 9th. R. M. J. Zahnizer was President of 
the temporary organization. Five sessions 
were held, in which quite a number of practi- 
cal topics were well and earnestly discussed, 
A good, warm Convention was enjoyed, and 
the workers in the county stimulated. Prof. 
H. R. Stewart was elected President for the 
ensuing year, and Mr. Zahnizer, Correspond- 
ing Secretary for the county. Thenext meet- 
ing will be at West Middlesex, on the third 
Tuesday of June, 1871. 





St. Louis, Missouri.—A grand jubilee of 
the Benton Street Mission Sunday-school, E, 
D. Jones, superintendent, was held a few 
nights since in one of the finest halls in the 
eity. It was an entertainment designed to 
raise funds to wipe out the indebtedness of 
the school. Two nights were devoted to it— 
and tableaux, recitations, concert exercises, 
music, speeches, &c., were the order. Every- 
thing passed off delightfully. It was a suc- 
cess. Over one thousand dollars net gain pro- 
ceeded from it. 





Marengo County, Alabama.—This county 
was organized a month ago, for more effective 
Sunday-school work. The meeting was held 
at Demopolis, and was decidedly earnest and 
interesting. Officers were chosen, and the 
work set in such motion as gives great pro- 
mise,of success. Interesting practicai ques- 
tions were discussed in the Convention and 
a good time was enjoyed by all present. Col. 
L. W. Reeves is President, M. T. Higginbo- 
tham, Secretary, and R. D. Hoot, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee. 





Kennebec County, Maine, holds a Union 
Convention in the Methodist church at Win- 
throp, December 7th and 8th. ‘What Should 
Parents Do for Sunday-schools?’’ ‘* Prepara- 
tion of the Lesson,” ‘ Retaining the Older 
Scholars,’ and ‘Teaching Experiences,” are 
among the questions to be discussed. 





illinois.—The Rey. D. W. Morgan, Baptist 
General Sunday-School Missionary for the 
State, conducts several conventions by appoint- 
ment this falland winter. Those immediately 
in view will be held at Du Quoin, December7 
and 8, at Alton, December 13 and 14, and Ben- 
ton, December 20 and 21. The series already 
held have been marked and gratifying suc- 
cesses, 





Michigan.—A union Sabbath-School Con- 
vention was lately held in Monroe county, at 
which Dr. Hogarth, Professor Olney, Silas 
Farmer, Rey. J. M. Arnold and other promi- 
nent Michigan workers were present and did 
good service. 
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Books. 


THE ORIGIN OF CIVILIZATION, and the Primitive 
Condition of Man. 12mo, pp. 380. By Sir John 
Lubbock, Bart., M. P., F. R.8. New York: D. Ap- 
pleton & Co, The author has some distinction asa 
writer on ethnology, and in the present work 
shows his knowledge and the extent of his re- 
searches, to advantage. He has collected a bewil- 
dering mass of facts and authorities in regard to 
the mental and social condition of numerous sa- 
vage races, and has endeavored to arrive at scien- 
tific conclusions therefrom. His theory is, thatthe 
primitive, if not original, condition of man was 
that ofutter barbarism, and that he has since been 
advancing to a higher and higher degree of civili- 
zation. The author does not actually oppose the 
Bible record of the creation, though he practically 
castsa doubt upon it, not wholly accepting thecom- 
promise that man may have been originally upright 
and perfect,and have degenerated to the savage 
condition in which the earliest times have found 
him, Whatever view we may have of the author’s 
theory, or of the scientific value of his work, he 
has certainly contributed an important study to 
one of the most interesting subjects of human in- 
vestigation. The work is highly interesting, its 
illustrations aiding in giving it popular favor. 

BEECHER’S SERMONS. First, Second, and Third 
Series of “Plymouth Pulpit.” With Portrait of 
Henry Ward Beecher, and Picture of the Interior 
of Plymouth Church, New York: J. B. Ford & Co. 
The publication of Plymouth Pulpit has been a re- 
markable success. Starting as an experiment in 
this kind of literature, it has attained to a popular 
appreciation as gratifying as it is new and noticea- 
ble. The current issue of the Sermons having ac- 
complished their end each week, they have been 
gathered into permanent form,and now in three 
splendid octavo volumes, bound with the utmost 
taste, are ready to take their place among the 
treasuresin many a Christian gentleman’s library. 
One can hardly open a page of these hundreds of 
pages without being attracted by some bold or 
beautiful thought, and being beguiled into reading 
on and on. The fourth series will be completed 
by the close of the year. For presentation purposes 
in many directions we can scarcely think of a 
more desirable token than one or all of these 
volumes, 

BIBLE NoTES FOR DAILY READERS. A Com- 
ment on Holy Scripture. 2 vols., royal 8vo, 650 pp. 
each. By Ezra M. Hunt, A.M.,M.D. New York: 
Charles Scribner & Co. We cannot in brief space 
worthily show up all the valuable features of this 
hew work. It is popularin form and treatment. 
The Scripture text is not given, but the notes fol- 
low the Bible division into books and chapters, 
the prominent passages in each chapter being ex- 
pounded in a plain and familiar style. The au- 
thor’s work is eclectic. He has gathered together 
the results of the latest Biblical research, and pre- 
sents them in this clear and comprehensive shape, 
to that great body of Christians who have neither 
the time nor means nor ability, perhaps, to do the 
work for themselves. Several good maps add to 
itscompleteness. It is a needed work, and will be 
appreciated by Bible readers, students and teach- 
ers generally. 

Hours OF CHRISTIAN DEVOTION. Boston: D. 
Lothrop & Co. Translated from the German of Dr. 
A. Tholuck, with a preface by Horatius Bonar, 
DD. As a manualof devotion this book will be 
peculiarly acceptable to American Christians, on 
account of the high estimation in which the vene- 
rable author is held. The preface by Horatius Bo- 
har is one of the most vigorous pieces of writing 
that we have ever seen from. his pen. It contains 
an earnest protest agains! the unscriptural and 
dangerous character of most of the Roman Catho- 
lic books of devotion, as wellas of some Protestant 
books modeled after them. 

My SUMMER IN A GARDEN. By C. D: Warner 
With Introductory Letter by Henry Ward Bee- 
cher, Boston: Fields, Osgood & Company. We 
have not metin along time such delightful hu- 
Mor as pervades this book. Théauthor pretends 
to give his experience in gardening, as the ground- 
Work of his chapters, but is all the while quietly 
inserting his mirth-provoking analogies in moral, 








Social and. political life. Some of. the sharpest 
thrusts at human foibles, and traits of common 
human nature are given with a skill that all will 
recognize, and the whole is done with that easy, 
unconscious air, that is the stamp of true wit, 
whether spoken or written, and there is no de- 
scent to coarseness, which is the bane of so much 
of the humorous writing of our day. The book is 
thoroughly enjoyable. We find ourselves laughing 
to tears over it, while the book itself seems intend- 
ed to provoke only tosolemn and sombre reflec- 
tions! 

THE YOUNG LADyY’s GurpE. New York: Ameri- 
can Tract Society. In this handsome volume, which 
is made up of selections from well-known female 
writers, we have the counsels of some of the wisest 
and best of women on questions of every-day, 
practical importance. It is a worthy companion 
and counsellor, and would be a valued gift to any 
sensible daughter, from a loving parent. Espe- 
cially suited for presentation purposes. For sale 
by H. N. Thissell, 1408 Chestnut Street, Philad’a, 

WONDERS OF BODILY STRENGTH AND SKILL, 
Translated from the’ French. With70 illustrations, 
New York: Charles Scribner & Company. This work 
abounds in anecdotes and descriptions of feats of 
physical strength and skill, almost too amazing to 
be believed, but the author gives his authorities, 
which are numerous, and cover the whole ground 
of the past and present in time, and the near and 
distant in locality. The subject makes the volume 
one of the most curious and interesting of the 
whole Library of Wonders, of which it is the latest 
issue. 

THECHARLEY ROBERTS SERIES. 3vols. By Miss 
Louise M. Thurston. Boston: Lee & Shepard. 
This firm is noted for its production of books for 
boys, and has this season especially, led all others 
in the number, variety, and general popular inte- 
rest of its juveniles. The series now in hand 
teaches admirable lessons in morals and behavior, 
rebukes personaland social faults, and holds high 
examples and principles before the young for imi- 
tation. The three volumes now issued are entitled 
“How Charley Roberts became a Man,” ‘‘ How Eva 
Roberts Gained her Education,” and “Charley and 
Eva’s Home in the West.’’ Three other volumes 
will complete the series. 

FLOWERETS. Stories on the Commandments. 
By Joanna H, Mathews, author of the ‘“ Bessie 
Books.” New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 
We would again call the attention of parents and 
Sabbath-schools to these beautiful stories. Ina 
very interesting and effective way the gifted 
author teaches the lessons of the Ten Command- 
mentsto the young folks. These six pretty volumes 
in a box would make a most desirable library for 
presentation to a child. 

SNAIL-SHELL HARBOR. By J. H. Langille. Bos- 
ton: Henry Hoyt. An admirable description of 
mission and Sunday-school effort in a little village 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, tracing the influ- 
ence of labors with the children, step by step from 
the little Sunday-school up to the prosperous 
ehurch and Christian community. It is well writ- 
ten, deeply interesting, and suited especially to 
the older scholars of our Sabbath-schools. 

PLANE AND PLANK. By Oliver Optic. Boston: 
Lee & Shepard. Another of the ‘‘ Upward and On- 
ward” series, teaching many first-rate lessons, 
notwithstanding the marvellous character of some 
of the exploits, and the rather surprising situa- 
tions depicted. The story aims right and points 
right and leaves the youthful reader with right 
impressions. Incidentally,a good lesson is taught 
on the evils of intemperance. 

MILLY; or, The Hidden Cross. By Lucy Ellen 
Guernsey. Boston: Loring, Publisher. A story of 
more than ordinary power, describing elder school- 
girl life with marked fidelity to truth, and giving 
unusually instructive portraitures of good and 
evil natures in the characters introduced. It will 
attract young ladies, especially,and furnish profit- 
able as well as fascinating reading. 

OAKVILLE Dove's Nest. Philadelphia: A//red 
Martien. This would; be a capital good book if it 
were not for one blemish, which, to our way of 
thinking, wholly condemns it. A chief lesson to 
be taught is moral courage, but the author is very 
unfortunate in the choice of her example. She 
puis the young subject, a healthy boy, to the cru- 
cial test of wearing an apron and carrying a dish- 





cloth out into the presence of half-a-dozen other 
boys, who stand at the gate waiting for him te 
join them in a holiday sport. To their calls he 
replies, “I cannot go until I have finished the 
dishes,’ and they leave him to his household 
work. Such things are contrary to nature. They 
override tender sensibilities which should be re- 
spected. We believe in moral courage, and in 
educating the young init, But we cannot believe 
in either the justice or the mercy of a discipline 
which would wound the sensitive nature of a 
child, or burden its young conscience with morbid 
requirements which tend to kill out all healthy, 
cheerful life. We have seen the result of a similar 
course of parental mismanagement, and have pi- 
tied and deplored it. There is scarcely a healthy, 
well constituted boy living, who would read this 
incident in the book without an inward indignant 
rejection of its teaching. 

MISSIONARY ANECDOTES. Series First. With 
Twelve Illustrations, Philadelphia: American Sun- 
day-School Union. This is just the book to put into 
the hands of the yonng, to awaken and stimulate 
their interest in the general cause of missions. It 
is a collection of the more striking facts concern- 
ing missionary fields and labors, drawn from many 
sources. We need hardly add that it is absorb- 
ingly interesting. 

THE SUNSHINE SERIES. 6 vols, in a box. Boston: 
Andrew F. Graves. This series is well named. 
Every volume is choice for children’s reading, 
and deserves a wide circulation in our Sabbath- 
schools and homes, It is a pleasure to commend 
such books. 

ROSE MARBURY. ByS. J. Pritchard. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. A story of domestic 
life, well written and interesting, but hardly hav- 
ing as distinct and well defined a purpose as on 
would like to see where such skill in characteriza 
tion is manifest. 

HiGgH DAYS AND HOLIDAYS in Old England and 
New England. 4vols.ina box. New York: Carl- 
ton & Lanahan. The idea carried out in these vo- 
lumes is a truly pleasant and profitable one for 
readers young and old. Itisto give as much and 
as interesting information as possible concerning 
the days that are celebrated in England and Ame- 
rica. The form adopted is that of a pleasing story, 
on which the historical facts are strung. The 
books are altogether to be commended for home 
reading. The idea and the execution are alike ad- 
mirable. Our Sunday-school libraries would be 
better for a greater infusion of such books than of 
the merestories which too largely abound. 

PRUDY KEEPING House. By Sophie May. Bos- 
ton: Lee & Shepard. Anamusing story, in which 
four young children are allowed, in the temporary 
absence of their aunt, to “keep house,” doing all 
their own cooking, &c. It gives an entertaining 
account of their various experiences in the “house- 
keeping” line. 

LAVINIA AND LILY. Philadelphia: American 
Sunday-School Union. An interesting story of girl- 
life at a boarding-school, teaching some lessons 
which the young would be the better for tho- 
roughly knowing and practising. 

Kit, FAN, TOT AND THE REST OF THEM. Boston: - 
American Tract Society. An excellent book for the 
Sunday-sehool library, suited to the children in 
the primary or infant classes, It is beautifully 
printed and bound. 

UNDER THE FIR TREES, By Helen W. Pierson. 
Philadelphia: Alfred Martien. A pretty story, 
full of adventure and illustrating life in Russia. 
The book would be very interesting to young 
readers. . 

THE ATLANTIC ALMANAC, for 1871. Boston: 
Fields, Osgood & Co. This beautiful annual has 
again made its welcome appearance. The number 
of elegant’ and useful things which it contains 
would require acolumn even toenumerate. We 
give it our hearty good wishes, and recommend it 
to our readers as a most useful' and pleasant ad- 
dition to the household treasures, 

EMERSON'S OLIP AND FILE. An ingenious and 
useful contrivance for instantaneous filing and 
binding of letters, bills, invoices, essays, sermons, 
&e., &e. Al! who write voluminously are interest- 
ed init. Authors, reporters, copyists, and writers 
for the press, generally, ought to examine and test 
its conveniences. Sold by stationers. Philadel- 
phia: MeItwain & Brooks, No. 14 North Bixth St. 
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Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
It ts our purpose and determination not to admit into 
tt anything of an. objectionable character, under any 
eircumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of oir own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








NEARLY 


1600,000 


Volumes distributed by Sunday-Schools using 
RAY’S 
eck Syste™ 


LIBRARY REGISTER {'¥ 


The best, most simple, complete and economical plan, 
Send for Descriptive Circular giving sizes and prices, 


J.C, GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
or, A. 0, VAN LENNEP, 76 East 9th St , New York. 


Ebristmas Story! 
Mr. Blake’s Walking Stick: 


A Christmas Story for Boys and Girls. 
By Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, D.D., 


Editor of the National Sunday-School Teacher, 
Author of “The Round Table Stories,’ ‘“ The 
Chicken Little Stories,” ‘Stories Told on a Cellar 
Door,” &c., &c. 


Mr. Eggleston is widely known asa most suc- 
cessful and gifted writer for children, and 
‘MR. BLAKE’S WALKING STICK” 


is, without doubt, the most delightful story that 
has come from his pen. It is specially adapted to 
use in Sunday-school as a present on the Christ- 
mas Tree, or from teacher, or parent, or friend, to 
a boy or girl. 


PRICE—On paper, beautifully illuminated and 
illustrated, 25cents. By the dozen, $2. Sent by mail. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER & LYON, 
Publishing Company, Chicago. 
For sale by Booksellers, 


THE CRUCIFIXION, 


“In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling.” 














An ingeniously made card for Sunday-schools, 
4 by 6 inches in size, consisting of three crosses, 
and neatly printed in colors, 

The middle cross contains the following inscrip- 
tion: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” andthe other twothe dying expressions of 
the malefactors who were crucified with Christ. 

ing across the card, and including the words 
that appear on the crosses, is a beautiful poem, in 
the words of prayer, expressive of penitence, faith, 
thankfulness, deep devotion and an implicit trust 
in the ability and felicia eg of the Lord Jesus to 
save all who come unto him. The poem is an ap- 
propriate one for scholars to commit to memory, 

PRICE, 60 CENTS PER DOZEN, BY MAIL. 


Sample for 10 cents. 


TEACHER’S CLASS-BOOK : 


IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS. 

This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school teachers certainly combines the advantages 
by all others. On the open page are blanks 
r recording the name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 

form an interesting record. By mail 19 cents, 








Visible Illustration. 


MARCY’S SCIOPTICON. 





Send for a Descriptive Circular. 





One or two entertainments given during the ho- 
lidays may realize enough to pay for an Instru- 
ment, with Picture Slides suited to Sunday-schoo 
or family purposes, 


Established 1841. 


W. & F. LANGENHEIM. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 


ARTISTICALLY COLORED 


For the Magic Lantern, Stereopticon, 
and dissolving view apparatus. 


Also MANUFACTURERS of 
MICROSCOPIC PHOTOGRAPHS, 


OF SUPERIOR QUALITY. 


LANTERNS and APPARATUS 
OF SUPERIOR QUALITY FURNISHED. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FURNISHED GRATIS. 


Address: W. & EF’. LANGENHEIM, 
P. O. Box 1579 Philadelphia, Pa., 
(Manufactory, 1018 Woed Street.) 


BOUND VOLUME FOR (869. 


The Sunday-School Times 


for last year contained 624 quarto pages of valuable 
material, bearing on almost every phase of the 
Sabbath-school work. The bound volume furnishes 
the most complete record of the progress of the 
eause in this land during 1869 to be found any- 
where. Practical and useful aticles on various 
Sunday-school topics apearedin itscolumns., The 
volume has been carefully and systematically in- 
dexed, and substantially bound in cloth. Price, $8, 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 











Per doz, 

A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 6c. 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 60c. 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60c. 
God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 

Galeien =e: Ger el Se ere’ Me BB 
Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, a. ote Sas 
The Teacher’s Crown, - - - - - 86c. 


aw On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examin 
tion, mailed to any address, 





BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


Latest Publications. 





The Victory, for Choirs and Singing 
Schools. Price, $1.50; $18.50 per dozen, 


‘i oral 
Bright Jewels, tor theSunday-School, 


Price, in board covers, 35c.; $30 per 100 copies," 


Songs of Devotion, for Prayer-Meet- 
ings and all Religious{Gatherings. Over 650 
Hymns and Tunes. Price, in full cloth bind. 
ing, 75 cents. 

The Singer, for Singing Classes, Day 
Schools, Conventions, and the Home Circle, 
Price, 60 cents each; $6 per dozen. 


Res Hither of the above sent, post-paid, on 
receipt of the retail price. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 425 Broome St., N. Y. 


(Successors to Wm. B. BRADBURY.) 
FOR SALE BY BOOKSELLERS GENERALLY, 


MITE-CHEST, 


FOR 





CLASS COLLECTIONS. 





This very neat little box, or Mite-Chest, as it is 
called, has been prepared for the use of Sunday- 
school classes, to contain their monthly collections, 
It is made of wood, with ornamental cover, on 
which are printed appropriate passages from the 
Scriptures, 


SEND FOR A SAMPLE. 
43>Ten Chests in a box for $3.6y 
Sample by mail 40 cents. 


PIANOS, (436 Broome 8t., New York. ]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish newseven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $80 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1,000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 

Burdett Combination Organ 
(with Carpenter and_ Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 7 
octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 

rices for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 

ice-lists sent to any address, 


PICTORIAL AIDS 
BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 


AND 


Congregational Bible Instruction. 
5 Large Charts. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 











These charts will be found very serviceable in 
the preparation of Lessons for Visible Illustration 
of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seen 
distinctly ina large room, and meet a want that 
has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
subjects, already prepared, with a description of 
each lesson, are, 


The Good Shepherd, 
Parable of the Sower, 
The Pillar of Truth, 
The Two Mansions, 
The Christian Armor 


The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt of 
$2.50, or a sample for examination for 50 cents. 
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DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE: 


COMPRISING ITS 


Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 


AND 


NATURAL HISTORY. 
Edited by WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


While other editions of this valuable 
work by the eminent author have appear- 
ed, it would be difficult to conceive of one 
better adapted to the wants of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers. This American Edi- 
tion isa reprint from Dr. Smith’s abridge- 
ment, prepared by his own hand, and has 
been published at a price that will bring it 
within reach of the large and important 
class of readers for whom it is intended. 
Besides three valuable maps and numerous 
small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very 
fine steel engravings. 


Octavo, 776 Pages. 


English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, $3.50 
Substantial Leather, Library Style, $4. 


Opinions Expressed. 


From Rev. D. C. Eddy, Baptist. 
This edition is admirably adapted to general 
circulation, and has advantages over any other one 
now before the public. It should be in the hands 
ofevery Bible student and Sunday-school teacher. 


From Rev. Wm. E. Schenck, Presbyterian. 
’ This abridgement, made by Dr. Smith himself, 
precisely meets the want of vast numbers of mi- 
nisters, Sabbath-school superintendents and teach- 
ers, The abridging process has been admirably 
performed; your edition contains, so far as I can 
judge, all of the larger work at all needful, except 
for the most learned and critical. 


From Bishop Janes, Methodist. 

It is and will be one of the standard works of its 
class, The edition you publish is a superior one, 
andits circulation must promote a more intelligent 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 


From Rev. Geo. Bushnell, Congregationalist 

Iam glad there is such an edition of ‘‘Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible,’ in an abridged form. 
There can be no doubt that it has been edited with 
care and good judgment, and the publishers have 
done their part admirably well. 


From Rev, A. L. Chapin, Pres. Beloit Col., Wis. 
I rejoice that an abridgement of this work, made 
by Dr. Smith himself,is given to the American 
public in a form and ata price so well adapted to 
general circulation. Sunday-school teachers will 
find it an invaluable aid, almost indispensable in 
preparing for their work. 
From Rev. Henry B. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Prof. 
Union College, New York. , 
It seems to me that this is the best of the abridged 
editions, equal in typography to the original, and 
surpassing it in its maps and illustrations, as well 
a8 in its exactness. 


From Rev. I. W. Andrews, Pres. Marietta Col- 
‘ lege, Ohio. 

The large work is familiarto all scholars,and this 
abridged edition, is for the great majority of read- 
ers, fully equal to that in many respects, and supe- 
rior in others, I take pleasure in giving it my 
hearty commendation. 





GOOD BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 


Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rev. 
Henry 8. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman. 
D.D. Ithas been constructed after the personal 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 

ert, Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 

esides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean. It has been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


J HRUSALEM 
ADJACENT PLACES. 


Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of our 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleys in its vicinity. The 
prominent objects are delineated with great clear- 
ness, so that there is no ent, in identifyin, 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual an 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


Ittustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 


Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in studying that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one =e in the study of the nar- 
rative. The Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as faz 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MUSLIN—UNMOUNTED. 
Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durnin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine. It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 

This Map will be sent by mail on receipt of price, 


RELIEF MAP OF PALESTINE. 


Rev. W. L. Gage, author of “Studies in Bible 
Lands,” has recently imported a beautiful little 
Map of Palestine in the time of the patriarchs, 
made of papier mache, so moulded as to show the 
elevations and depressions of the face of the coun- 
try. It is intended for a teacher’s use in his class, 
and will aid greatly in understanding the Scriptu- 
ral allusions to the mountains, hills and valleys of 
the Holy Land. Price $1, for which copies will be 
sent by mail. 


BIBLES FOR SCHOLARS. 


A very neat edition of the Bible, bound in various 
styles, as enumerated below; making a beautiful 
present forscholars. The print is remarkably clear 
and distinct for a small book. 














By 
mail, 
No. 1, Black leather, gilt edges, 50c; 62 
No. 2 Black leather, white clasp, 60c; 72 
No. 3. Black leather, gilt clasp, 65c; 77 


No. 18. Imitation Morocco, rims and clasp, $1.10; 1.22 


No, 24. Morocco, rims and clasp, 1.50; 1.62 
No. 26. Turkey Morocco, rimsand clasp, 1.75; 1.87 
No. 28. Turkey Mor., fine, rims and clasp, 2.00; 2.12 
No. 36. Beautiful Morocco, gilt edges, 1,75; 1.87 


No. 37, Beautiful Mor., gilt edges and clasp, 2.50: 2.62 
No. 95. Black leather, 10 colored pictures, 1.35; 1.47 
Please order by No. When wanted in quantity, 


postage need not be included, as they will be sent 
by Hupress. 





GREAT SUCCESS! 
American Sunday:School Worker. 


TERMS FOR 1871. 
J. W. McINTYRE, St. Louis, 


PUBLISHER. 

A Monthly, 32 pages octavo, for Parents, Tea- 
chers and Scholars, with Sunday-School Lessons, 
Exposition, Illustrations, Questions, &c., for each 
Sabbath. 

This publication is designed to develope agreater 
depth and spirituality in the Sunday-School work, 
looking beyond methods to results, 

PRICE $1.50 PER YEAR, IN ADVANCE. 
Sixty Lesson papers free to all clubs of 10, 
Lesson papers, per 100, 75 cents; less number, one 

eent each.—Clubs of 20, without lesson papers, $1.25 

each.—4@-Specimen copy and list of lessons for 

1871 sent on receipt of postage stamp. 


BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificateconsists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six bright colors, 
and surrounded by a neat tinted gothic border, 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
signed by the Superintendent, The sizeis 11 by 14 


inches, 
PRICE 25 CENTS. 
in large or small quantities. 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price 


BIBLE PICTURES, 
ON CARDS 
SIZE, 43 BY 3} INCHES. 











This is one of the most beautiful series of Scrip- 
ture Pictures that has yet been published. A de- 
scription of each event that is illustrated is printed 
on the back of the card, and teachers will find 
them both very useful and exceedingly attractive 
for distribution in their classes. The subjects are 
as follows: 


JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 
ELIJAH FED BY THE RAVENS. 
MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES. 
LITTLE SAMUEL AND ELI. 
ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC. 
CAIN SLAYING ABEL. 
MOSES SMITING THE ROCK. 
REBEKAH AT THE WELL. 


They are put up with ten packages, (80:cards,) in 
a neat box, for $2.50. A sample parcel will be sent 
by mail for 25 cents. 


HANDY HELPS 
TO BIBLE LANDS. 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR. 


HANDY HELPS consists of an outline map of - 
Palestine, printed on heavy card-board, and ar- 
ranged for use in the Sunday-school, and wherever 
the Bible is studied. Accompanying the mapisa 
table of distances, with the names of the most im- 
portant places mentioned in Scripture history. By 
means of this table and other information in con- 
nection with the map, with a lead pencil any scho- 
lar may locate all places of especial interest, im- 
pressing their relative position on the mind more 
permanently than by any other course of study. 


Price, 50 Cents per Dezen. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M. 








This new edition of a standard work is perhaps 
the most valuable manual for superintendents and 
teachers that has yet appeared. Almost every to- 
pic of interest to Sunday-school workers is treated 
in sucha pointed and practical way as to leave 
very little unsaid that would be of lasting benefit 
to those for whom it is specially intended. If a 
teacher can have but few guide-looks for self-im- 
provement, first and foremost he should secure 
* Pardee’s Sabbath-School Index.’’ Price, $1.25, 
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Rev. A. B. moe 
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BLACKBOARDS. 


—_—0—— 
Slated Surface, in Neat Ash Frames, 
They are so framed that they are free to shrink 


or swell without the possibility of splitting or 
warping. 











Tke Blackboard is now an important article ot 
furniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools. We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 
manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 


2 by 3 feet on each side (12 sq. ft. of surface), $3.50 
2% by 344 feet on each side (174 sq. ft. of . 
surface), OL ee ee a we, $5.25 
8 by 4 feet on each side (24 sq. ft. of surface), $7.00 
844 by 4% feet on each side (314 sq. ft. of 
surface), ° a: FO. a. $9.50 
4 by 5 feet on each side (40 sq. ft. of surface), $12.00 


BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond’s frame or support, intended for the 
Blackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
admit of the Board revolving so as to present either 
side to the observer. Price $6. 


BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 
pound joint for supporting a Board while in use. 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 


sold with or withoutthem. Price $3, 


PORTABLE 


OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 


This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
son can be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully coated with Peiree’s Liquid 
Slating. 

PRICE OF THE SLATE: 
8 square feet of surface, - - of $4.00 


GRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents. 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents. 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchase or not. 








INFANT SCHOOLS. 


The Teacher’s Text-Books; 
<NOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. 


In Two Volumes. 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 





Without qnestion, these are the best books for the 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been 
published. They contain the result of years of ex- 
perience in the management of this important de- 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there is 
no one who has charge of a class of Little Ones but 
would be benefitted by the use of them, They are 
entitled; 


Vol. I. A Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.87. 


Vol. II. ASecond Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37, 
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1853. Twelve Years Record of Useful, Earnest, Active Christian Effort, 1871. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PUBLISHED EVERY WEEK. 
EDITED BY 





JOHN 8S. HART, LL.D. and lI. NEWTON BAKER, A.M. 


b bin the first of January, 1871, this Journal will enter on the Thirteenth 

Year of its publication, being the earliest weekly periodical in this country 
issued exclusively in the interests of the Sabbath-school work. Whatever in the past 
has made it acceptable in Tens of Thousands of homes, irrespective of denomination, 
will continue to fill its columns in the future, and the Publishers therefore ask the 
active co-operation of all the friends of the paper to extend its circulation. 





IN THE FRONT RANK. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES is one of the foremost helpers in the cause, filled with practicat 
thoughts from the leading Sunday-school minds of the present day, and containing an extensive cor- 
respondence with Superintendents and Teachers throughout the land. 


WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION. 


Wherever the Sabbath-school has gained a foothold, at home and abroad, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TIMES is a welcome visitant, as its subscribers and readers are found in nearly every part of the known 
Christian world. It has not only a National but Wor!d-wide reputation. 


CHEAPEST, LARGEST and FULLEST. 


Considering the amount and variety of original material, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES is the 
least expensive religious weekly published. Hight Hundred and Thirty-Two large quarto pages, with 
a complete Indez at the close of the year, makes the fullest and most valuable record of current Sun- 
day-school literature in the world. 


OLDEST, ABLEST and BEST. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES was the exponentand had the honor of ushering in the new era 
of Sunday-school activity in which we now live. In able editorials and valuable communications, 
almost every phase of the great work has come up for consideration, enlightening and strengthening 
earnest Christian educators everywhere. 


FOR SUPERINTENDENTS and TEACHERS. 


In its varied departments of Editorial review, news, facts, exercises, models, essays, plans, Institute 
and Convention reports, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES aims to discuss all living questions concern- 
ing the organization, conduct and improvement of Sabbath-schools, for the edification of Superin- 
tendents and Teachers, 


FOR PASTOR and PEOPLE. 


As a fresh, live, religious weekly paper, avoiding all controversy on questions of denominational 
differences, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES seeks to hold up the hands of the Pastor, encouraging 
vital, working, living, warm-hearted Christianity in the People, by pointing out ways of practical 
usefulness. 


FOR PARENTS and CHILDREN. 


To Fathers and Mothers, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES comes each week freighted with inci- 
dents from the lives of good men and women, and valuable lessons in regard to child-culture, profiting 
alike all members of the home circle, 





NEW TERMS and NEW EFFORTS. 
Begin to Solicit New Subscribers Now. 


For Introduction.—Packages of copies of The Times, for examination, will be sent free, on appli- 
ation, on receipt of stamps to pay postage at the rate of 2 cents for 3 papers. 

For Sabbath-Schools.—Where Ten or more copies are subscribed for atone time, the price will 
be $1.25 per copy, provided a remittance for the annual subscription accompanies the order. 

For Congregations.—Where Twenty or more copies are subscribed for at one time, the price will 
be $1.25 per copy, provided a remittance for the annual subscription accompanies the order; and the 
papers, if desired, will be sent to the indi 7idtal addresses of all the subscribers. 

For a Short Time on Trial.—We will send single copies of The Times four months, on frial, 0B 
receipt of 50 cents; or Ten copies three months, on trial, to one address, on receipt of $3.75. 





Subscriptions in all cases in Advance. 


£a~ Please send remittances in Bank Drafts or Pust-Office Money Orders, wherever practicable, made 
payable to the order of the Publishers, 


Address J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, Philadelphia, Pa 
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